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The Epiſtle tothe Reader. 


their own conſtraining Intereſt and Neceſſity, 
todrive the Worldly Unpeaceable Sort, toobey 
Healing Precepts for their” own. Advantage, 


contraxy to-their Temptations and Inchnati- 
oNs- It ſuch a day come when-1 am Yead, 
theſe Principles will be of uſe. They are not 
latcly taken up-by. me, as you may ſec 1n- my 
Five Piſpurations of Cliirch Govetritnenty Of. 
in - rcariſe of Epiſe pag. ons | 
tated, Gr. and in_ our friiftrated fi 
Concord 1660, 1661. 4 
In the ſtate that weare in while we haye. none 
to whom we have any Call or Hope. to, addreſs | 
our ſ{clyes for pablick Concord; let ts keep eur 
felycs from the guile of unpeaceableneſs, and 
bear the Slanders and Wrongs of falſe Accuſers, 
ard thank God for checking rhe Power of Per> 
{ecurots; and let us make peace among "thoſe 
that we may ſpeak ro with any hope, and wait 
en-God<xill he ſhew us whether he be ſaving or 
torſakingthic Land, and the, reſt of the Reforms 
&d-:( Unreformed' ) Churctics. = 
- And: eo them that-will be offended* wich» me 
for ſaying fo much for Biſhops and Archbiſhops, 
-- them know that'this Book is but an 5a 
ant ona bigger; written againſt a.Fotcign Jus - 
afdichon' or- Popery; which theweth thatt am. 


No. 
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no more hon Bonny of others than of cheirs. 
Asalſo my Trc {hewa: 
And hcre I hayc we or ng ry. is}but a 
Fabrick built on kc Ruins Y National Churches 
or Chriſtian Kingdoms: And- it .16.1evor fabl-1 5 
muſt be by their Reſtoration. ' 'The'Lord: p 

the Blind, Malignant, Sclt-deſtroying Werld. | 


and prepare us bettcr for a PTY: 
London, March \- 
26. 1691. * 
Richatd Baxter: , 


E T the Reader note that $ 7; 8, q, PO, Fo. 
TK Xl] Chapter , are . miſplaced\,.. and* 
muſt be as; as a end of the IX. Chapter. © The 
reſt ny jo the Errata s I have nt time to gather. 
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Chap. I. What a National Church is. 


ruted of a Chriſtian Soveraign Magiſtrate, and 

| of Chriſtian Subjects worſhiping God (ordinarily) 
ig true Particular Paſtoral Churches,) is the ſame thing. . , 
$ 2. The ignorance of this hath confounded the if 

World, by two extreams. | _—_ 

RE Eel Ther of Povery whe Aff proch rhe 
introduced. Firſt, That of Popery, w pr l 
Sacred Ofhce of Kin igni —_ 


and tes, to 'be 
but a fort of ſecular Keimal, ar have te care only of 
and worldly Affairs, and not of Souls, 

- | x 


$1. \ National Church and a Chriſtian Kingdom. conſti- 


Bodies and tradi 


mens everlaſting z 


ing] | 

2. And while they confine Princes" to the bounds of their 
own Dominions, they pretend that the whole World mult wt 
one Church Soveraign, either Monarchical, Ariſtocratical, or - 


mixt ; which yet Humane Nature is utter! 
that truly Popery is founded on the 
Stares, mdoverivowing rrue yo to (et 
up an abſardly pret Univerſal Soveraignty i of it, 
under Sacerdotal Heads. | 
$ 3. And this miſtake hath corrupted the late Innovating 
* Prelatiſts, that would be called the Church of England ; who 
have learnt of the Papiſts to appropriate the name of Ch L 
or at leaſt Church-Goverament, to the Clergy z and fo think 
that a National Church muſt be unified and conſtituted by 2 
National Sacerdocal Head, either ſingle of colletive: And 
that a.Prince is not ſacred enough to be a- National Church 
Head. That this covel Opinion 1s co to the Laws, and 
the ſenſe of Lawyers, and the DoArine of the Churchuf Eng- 


land, and the very Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, - 15 by 
we! 


> 
; 
# 
: 
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well known, as forbids me to loſe any time in proving it. 
It's true, that Queen Elizabeth, and our Kings and | 
have juſtly appropriated the Power of the Word, Sacraments, 
and the Keys of Admiſſion to Chriſtian Communion, and of 
Excommunication and Abſolution, to the Paſtoral Office, and 
have proved that Chriſt did himſelf inſtitute that Office,and noe 
leave it to the will or power of Princes to inſtitute, abrogate 
or alter it : But it is as true, that Princes are the Governours of 
thoſe Paſtors, and may punith them for Male-adminiſtration,and 
diſpoſe of the _ circa ſacra undetermined by Chriſt. 

4- By this miſchievous Errour alſo the Clergy have been 
drawn to tempt Kings and Magiſtrates to think that they are 
but Ctvil Officers, and have not much need tq be very ſtudious 
to underſtand the Scriptures, but muſt leave that to Biſhops and 
Prieſts, and take it on their words : By which they have been 
perverted and let looſe to ungodlineſs and debauchery, waſti 
that tine in _— Sports, and Idleneſs, which 
w_ been ſpent wt dying of the Wordo! God z or ig 

y erroneous ungodly Laws, becauſe know not w 
of the Lord: Whereas God hath commanded Kings and Rulers 
to ſtudy his Law diligently, and keep it alwaies before their- 
eyes and on their hearts, and ro govern according to it, and 
make it the chief work of their Oftice to promote the obe- 
dience of it. | 

$ 5. Moſes was more the Mediator between God,as Legifla- 
tor, and the People than Aaron was, and was better acquainted 
with the Law, and the meaning of it, than Aaron was : It was 
he thatis called King in Jeſarmn:; And God inſtituted a Pro- 
phetical Sueceſſion of ſuch, which the Iſraelites ſinned in chang- 
ing for Kings* 4. Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up to you 
like to me, bim ſhall you hear ] tho! it meant Chriſt remotely and 
eminently, it meant his Succeſſors proximately. Toſhua was 
commanded the ſtudy of God's Law : And David and Solomon 
are undeniable Inſtances to prove that Kings were OY God ap- 
pointed to be more wiſe and holy perſons than the Prieſts. And 
indeed if Kings be not better $kill'd in God's Word than moſt 
of the Popiſh Prieſts are, no wonder if they be the Subjets of 
Prieſts, and be lightly eſteemed as unmeet to Govern; eſpe- 
cially if Mr. Dodwel's Dodtine were true, that ['* the Effential 
* work of the Miniſtry, according to my Principles is to tranſl. 
* act 
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« 2 between God and Man 3 to ſeal Covenants 0h behalf of 
«* God, and to accept of thoſe which are made by Met; and "tv 
« gblige them to perform their part of the Covenant by ochier- 
« wiſe authoritatively excluding them fi 's part. Hence 
© reſults the whole Power of Eccleſiaſtical Government: And 
« for this no great gifts and abilities are eſſential. All the $kill 
« that is requiſite ially, is only in general to know the be- 
« efits to be performed on God's part, and the duties to be 
© performed on Man's, and the Nature and Obligatiofl of Co- 
&« yenants in general, the particular Solemmties of Eccle- 
« Gaſtical Covenants. And of this how any man can be unca- 
« 5able, who is but capable of ing ' the common 
i = of the World, &c. ] 

If it be much more knowledge than this that is commannded 
to Kings and qd > are they the more ſacred perſons, 
and fitter to be Heads of aNatiooalChurch,than ſach Prieſts are. 

$ 6. Biſhops or Paſtors may be the conſtitutive Heads. of 
Particular Churches, and yet not of National, nor therefore 
ceaſe as ſuch to be under the Government of Chriſtian Princes 3 
NTT 82 lent ovens, > Fire os 

Ecage- ter, an P1 4 1 
be the Head of his particul ' Society, and yet under 2 prince 
that is not of his Art. The King is no Phyfici 
Phyſicions, not as a chief Phyſicion, but by the General Go- 
vernmant of a ep. 

The Maſters of Sciences and Arts (as ſuch) Fovern none bur 
Volunteers, and therefore not by the Sword : 


do that. | 
7. Though Moſes Law, as ſuch, bindnot us, nor any, fur- 
the. an Chr hath put it into his Law, and any things in 
their Policy, are unſuicable to our times and places, and more 
in their way of Worſhip; yet the true nature of fach a Natio- 
nal Church as Chriſt did inſtitute, maſt be known by know- 
ing what the Jews Church was as National, and how far Chtiſt 
would have continued that form of Government, and what 

change it was that he was for. 

$ 8. 1, Chriſt would not have the Jewiſh Nation to retain 
their peculiarity as diſtin from the Cacholick Church, for he 
came to call the Gentile World. A 
2. He intended not to make Feruſalem the Sear of 'a Regent 
B 2 Charch 


. 
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Church over the reſt of the World, as ic- then was over [thes - 
Jews for he knevwy that it was to be deſtroyed. 

2. He intended not to ſettle one High Prieſt over the whole 
Catholick Church, nor over the National Church : For 4+ 
fas he did it not; and he knew that the High Prieſt did typi- 
fie himſelf only: 

4- He intended not to continue the Law of Moſes as ſuch x 
nor its Ceremonious Worthip 3 but only ſomuch of it as was 
of the Law of Nature common to others ; and fo much of the - 
Policy as by parity of caſes and reaſon, .is ſuited to others as 
well-as to the Jews. F 

$ 9, But 1. He offered to be King, over them as a holy 
National Kingdom-Church. | 

2. He accordingly appointed the number of Twelve and Se- 
venty under him, as related to the Twelve Tribes, and to their. 
great Council. 

3. He ſent theſe firſt to work gen them by Doctrine and 
Perſwation, his Kingdom being a Government of Love, Mercy: 
and Free Grace, that would have none but Volunteers. | 

4. He gave them Laws-by which he would govern them, 
with x q—_ of Reward, and threats of Penalty. 

5. He extended this offered State -and Priviledge to them 
and their Children, 

6, He intended to ſet up his Government in Power by Chri- 
ſrian Princes, as ſoon as his Word and Providence had xjpened 
the Church for it. 

$ 10. I (hall frove all this in the next Chapter, when I have- 
r0'd you firſt, that as the Papal Party hath been ſer up in their 
on (Univerſal and National) for want of underſtand- 
ing Chriſt's Inſtitution of Kingdom-Churches ; fo the ſepara- 
ting and dividing part of the Nonconformiſts have by this over- 
\ight, run into many hurtful- Errours, and unpeaceable and un- 
jultihable ways- _—_— 

1. How much the very name of a National Church is. diſ- 
talred by very many zealous perſons through meer ignorance, 
is t00 commonly known. 

2. And in Independents, and too many Presbyterians, the 
cuſtom prevaileth, of calling the exerciſe of Paſtoral Diſcipline, 
by the name of the Kingly Government of Chriſt, as diltin&t 
not only from his Propherical and Prieſtly Office, but alſo from 

his 


(YT: 
his Government by Magiſtrates: As if Chriſt governed not'as 
King, as much and more emiaently by Princes as by Prieſts, 


or Paſtors. 

3. And if a man ſpeaketh but what Scripture ſpeaketh for 
Chriſt's Government of the Churches by Magiſtrates, they call 
him an Eraſtian : Whereas the Errour 0 Erafm (an excellent 
Proteſtane Phyſicion) was nor his being for the Government of 
Princes, but his taking down the Power of the Keys too much, 
which was the Office of Paſtors, and making Church-Commu- 
nion over-common, and too much denying Excommunication : 
(Of which I have written a iar Treatiſe to Dr. Ludov. 
Molinews, ſhewing the true di e between the Power of 
Magiſtrates and Paſtors.) | 

4. And hence great diſorder hath ariſen from the underva-' 
luing of the Confederacy of all particular Churches in the ſame 
Kingdom ; and from a diſobedience to the lawful determina- 
eg prnmomnang = mm en 

rity of every humorous Sec, as (lighting 0 
the oe Chmbo what —_— of Schiſms had it 
prevented (with their diſmal Effects). if menhad bat retained. 
a due Reyerence to Church Confederacies and Concord, and-to 
the Chriſtian Magiſtrates Power ?- which tauſed: the Presbyte- 
rians in Scotland and Ireland,ſo marvelouſly to keep up Concord, 
and keep out Secs, though they were againſt Dioceſans, becauſe 

maintained National /Church Contederacy. 

11. It may perhaps be uleful to others that I here con- 
fels my own Ignorance and Erraug, that I once t that the 
Scots way of a National Church Confederacy and General A\- 
ſemblies, was but a ſadling the Horſe for Papal Uſurpartion:;to 
ride upon : For I conſtdered not that National Churches truly 
_ were Chriſt's Inſtitution, and the principal way to keep 
out Popery. | | 

$ 12, And whereas in my Defences againſt Dix. Srilingficer 
and Dr. Sherlock, 1 called the Chriſtian| Magiſtrate an Acciden- 
tal Head, and urged theci hard to name the Eſſential National 
Church-Head; 1 ſpake on ſuppoſicion of their Opinion which L 
oppoled, that Biſhops only were ſuch Eſſential Heads, from 
whom A Notional Church muſt be unifhed and ſpecified : But E 
ſrill profeſſed to own a National, Church as a; Chriſtian King- 
dom, containing Confederate Paſtoral Chueches-:, And-of this 
the Soveraign Power is the Eſſentiating Head. «de; >. 


(6) | 
12. The names of diſtintion of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical as 

Akrekcing the Office of the Chriſtian Magiſtrates and Paſtors, 
may be uſed as well underſtood 3 but is too Popiſh, and uſed by 
Papiſts and ſome others, to obſcure and debaſe Chriſt's Go- 
vernment by Magiſtrates, as if they were only for ſecular uſes : 
Whereas indeed in a Church as National the Prince is the 
chiet Eccleſiaſtical Officer of Chriſt. And the true differencing 
rerms are fetcht, not from the /«bje&# matrer, {0 mach as from 
the Mode of Government, one being forcible by the Sword, and 
the other only on Conſcience by the Word, dodtrinally opened, 
and perſonally applied by the Keys. And Ruling is called Cjvil, 
becauſe it is the Regiment over Cives gud rales, 10 it is Eccle- 
fiaſtical as it is over Cives 9u4 Chriſtianos, and over particular 
Churches and Paſtors z and for Souls more than for Bodies, 
and worldly Eſtates. 

$ 14. A National Church containeth not all that dwell in 
the Land, bur all that are Burgeſſes or Free-men in Church re- 
ſpets. All be not Citizens that dwell in the City z but they 
that are Deniſons, and have City-Rights and Priviledges. As 
Chriſt is Head over all things, To his Church, Eph. 1. 23. '(o 2 
Chriſtian King is Head over his inhabiting Enemies and Aliens 
and Head to all Civil Deniſons as he is a King ; and Head to aft 
Chriſtian Charch Deniſons as he is a Chriſtian King. 

C 15. In whatcaſes SubjeRs be Civil Deniſons that are 
not Chriſtian Deniſons, or Church Members, requireth ſo many 
words and cautions to open, that I omit the deciſion of it : Bur 
were a Chriſtian Kingdom ſuch as it ought to be, none ſhould 
be a Civil Burgeſs with any Truſt belonging co X 
but ſuch as are Baptized or profeſſed Chriſtians, and are com- 
municating Members in ſome Churches or Aſſemblies allowed 
SE Rn open 
and Church as form jan, uled by none but 
Ve | g_y roy Paſtors, and the chuſc 

is 15 true l and the chuſers of 

of them. But none ſhould for-this be forced*or drawn to 
profeſs Chriſtianity, or communicate againſt their wills,it being 
a priviledge that none have right ro but thoſe that earneſtly de- 
_ it: pw - ——_—— pa it to any other : 

or wou much as receive Oblations for maintenance 

Miniſters from oubers- - 
Chap, 
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Chap. II. That Cbrift inſtituted ſuch a Church- Forms, 


$ of b- Chriſt inſtituted ſuch a Kingdom or National 
Church, I prove as followeth. | 

1. He was by the Prophets ſtill deſcribed as ſuch before his 
coming, as was to be the King of 1/rael, and /ſrael under him a 
National Church. 
a was King in Feſurun, Dent, 33. 5. and ſaid, A Propher 
ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up to you like to me, viz. that was 4 
Propher and King. Melchizedeck, was Treeef Chriſt thar 
was King of Salem, and Prieſt, P/al. 110. Heb, 8, David 
herein a of Chriſt, and Chriſt was promiſed to fit 
Throne, P/al. 2. 6. Tet have 1 ſer my King on my holy 
Sion, Ezek. 37. 24. David my Servant ſhall be King over them, 
and they all have one Shepherd, &c. My Servant David ſhall 
be their Prince for ever. So v. 27, 28. lo Hof. 3. 5+ Exod. 19. 6. 
Te ſhall be ro me a Kingdom of Prieſts, Dan- 2, 44- Mark 11. 10. 
Pal. 33. 12. Bleſſed is the Nation whoſe God is the Lord, 

2. Chriſt is proclaimed the King of the Jews, and claimed 
that title and their ſubjeRtion to him, Afarrh. 2. 2+ & 27.11. 
Mark 15. 2. He was of the Line of David, and had right to his 
Kingdom. yh {corned _ OO for that Sai, Mar. 
27.29, 37- 15.9, 12, 18, 26, 23. 37. I9, 21, 
The People acknowledged him King by their Heſcams, He de- 
ſtroyeth them as Enemues that would not he ſhould Reign over 
them, Luke 19. 14, 27. 

3. He laid the Foundation of his offered National Kingdom 
among them: He owned the Title.and choſe twelve Apoſtles in 
_ to the twelve Tribes ; and the ſeventy Diſciples related 
to their great Council: He would Preach to none but 1/-ae!, 
eill chey rejected him : He would have gathered all Jers/alem 
and her Children as the Hen prac her Chickens ; but they 
would not, Mar. 23. 37. He deſtroyed them for x_ bim. 

4. He commiſſioned his Apoſtles to ſtay at Feraſalem till they 


rejeted them. They made up the broken number of twelve 
as related to the twelve Tribes by atrhias, though Foſes and 
others had alſo followed Chriſt. | 

5. He appointed them to Preach the Goſpel to Nations, and 
to diſciple Nations, Afar. 28, Mark 16. * 


6. He 


(8) | 

- 6. He plated my into the ſame Olive-tree that the 
ews were broken off from, Rom. 11. ' þ 3. 
. 7. The Jews had not been broken off from -their National 
Church-ſtate, but for unbelief, Rom. 17. : 

$8. He tranſlated the Kingdom from them, to a Nation that 
would bring forth the fruits of it, 

9. In due time the Kingdoms of the World were made the 
Ringdoms of the Lord and of his Chriſt, Rev. 11. & 19, 

10, Kings are to be the Churches Nurſing Fathers. ; 

I1, All Power in Heaven and Earth is given to Chriſt 
Mat. 18, and by him Kings Reign. He is King of Kings, and 
not of (ingle perſons only. . 

12. But what need there yen proof, while all Chri- 
ſtians confe(s that All Kings are bound to be Chriſtian Kings, 
and to promote Chriſtianity to their Power ; and all Magi- 
ſtrates and Subjects to be Chriſtians : And are not they then 
bound to be Chriſtian Kingdoms z and that is National 
ce hen had ed th be vol Subjeds, 

2. e had prepared them to be voluntary 

by the Preaching of the Goſpel, and the Church came to matu- 
rity, Chriſt actually ſet up National Kingdom-Churches ; and 


Ruled by Conſtantine 8& ſucceſſive Chriſtian Princes : And Hea- 
ven and Earth rejoyced that he had taken to him his Fay 
or 


Power and Reigned, and that the Kingdoms of the d 
were become his Kingdoms, Rev. 17. & 18. & 19. Infancy is 
fitter for Inſtruction than to Govern. Man is made to uſe 
Reaſon z bur he uſeth little in Infancy, or till maturity- That 
which was firſt in intention, is laſt in execution. Mature Rea- 
{on in Man, and Princely Government in LE CO, 
was firſt in intention, tho' not in execution. Who would wiſh 
that Pagans had ſtill Reigned> What Chriſtian wiſheth nor 
that the Perſians, Indians, Turks, Taters, &c. were all Chri- 
ſiian Kingdoms ? Why elſe do the Millennies hope for ſuch a 
ſrate of holy Government ? 

y 3- Obj. But tho' there be no doubt of the command, inſti- 
rution and duty, what hope have we of the conſticution, and 
event that Kingdoms ſhould become Chriſtian ? 

Anſ. Our Queſtion is of the Ipſticution and Duty : confels 
that, and let us do our endeavour. 

2, Is not this a Chriſtian Kingdom, w 1ile King and Subjets 

are 
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are baptized profeſſed Chriſtians? Are we a' Proteſtant K 
dom, and not a Chriſtian Kingdom ?: And are not others rp 

Obj. But theſe be moſtly but nominal Hypocrite Chriſtians. 

Anſ. They are viſible profeſſed Chriſtians. The Corn is nor 
without Straw and Chaft. Do you look for Kingdoms that 
confiit only of the fincere ? 

oO But Churches muſt ' conſiſt only of thoſe that ſeem 
cere. 

Anſ. All ſeem ſincere that moles fincerity, till icbe by eryal 
and witne(s publickly diſproved. There are ſeveral degrees of 
ſeeming z ſome by fuller evidences than others z but all char 
Vow it, and ſtand to that Vow, do ſeem and profeG it till 


didroves. 
bj. Bur how prove you that a Chriſtian Kingdom is 2 


An, Dothyour Queſtion mean 4 Xe, or d+ Numize? I told 
you what I mean by a Ch melee an Chriſtian Sabjech, 
dom conſiſting of a Chriſtian and Chriſtian Subjects, - 
worſhiping God in confederate Churches (ordinarily) 
will you deny the Being or the of ſuch 2 

If it be the Name, 1. The w Eccle for even 
common Aſſemblies, and therefore more for Chriftian 


Societies. 
2, The Iſraclices were called The Church in the Wilderneſs ; 
much if ha EE ernY 
ve any 4 it. 
+ If the Name be RT Re l 
SEES 


Chap. IIL 7 the Excention, Judea wes ſuch « Church. - 


N the Execution of an Co 
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Soveraign, and materiated by Chriſtian SubjeRs obeying Chriſt 
both fingly and in ſacred Aſſemblies under their Biſhops or El- 
ders, was all one National Church,that is, One Chriſtian King- 
dom, long before promiſed by Chriſt, and prepared for : Bur 
as the Emperers allowed ſome Provinces to have ſubje& tri- 
butary Kings, and others to enjoy moſt of their Antient Laws 
and Liberties, ſo rhey might ſecundum quid be called Kingdoms 
and National Churches, though they were but Provinces and 


- parts of the Imperial Church. And thus Fades became a Na- 


tional Church, : : 

$ 2. It is paſt queſtion that many Kings who had given up 
their Kingdom to the Pagan Bealt, followed the ſucceſs of 
Conſtantine, and afterward did give up their Power to Chrilt, 
yet no Kingdom was wholly converted at once, nor of many 
years : But yet while the Soveraign Power and Confederate 
Chriſtian Paſtors and Subjets had the chief Power, it was tru- 


ly a Chriſtian Kingdom : For the Form in capable matter doth 


enominate- 

And tho' many Heathens were long permitted in Govern- 
ment, that doth but prove that the _——_ had two ſorts of 
free Subjects z one ſort that were Chriltians, and ſo were the 
chief Members, who in all matters of Religion were exempred 
from Pagan Judicaturesz and the other Heathens who had a 
freedom in _ —_— 

$ 3. Jaudea then was more eminently Chriſtian than any 
other Nation of no greater extent : There were Arch Biſhops, 
and Biſhops, and Presbyters, and after a Patriarch : And there 
were more Monaſteries and Religious Societies, and more 
Temples built there, than in any Countrey that was no greater: 
And more Chriſtians flockt thither from other Nations out of 
a veneration for the place : And indeed it was the Mother- 
Church out of which all other Churches ſprang : Therefore if 
2, Province might be called a National Church, it was 

Hated, 

$-4. This was when the Fulneſs of the Gentiles came in; that 
s, when the Gentile Empire turned Chriſtian: And fo the 
Gentile Powers turned Chriſtian, provoked the Jews to emu- 
lation, and requited them by becoming Nurſing Fathers 
them, and bringing their Glory to Fersſalem : And fo all 1/ract 
was laved ; that is, the body of dbraben's natural Seed, ant 


KS 
cxirhful Gentiles that Were the ſpiritual Seed, were 


'» moſtly Gentiles that then dwel 
Converſion of the Jews. | 


Anſ. The 
Roman Empire : 


—— 


Chap. IV. Particular Churches 
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put paſt queſtion; Our Civilians (ſuch as Dr. Zowch, Dr. Rich. 
Couſins, &c, and our Lawyers ſay trulier than moſt have be- 
lieved, that the King is perſona mixta, &@ Cuſtos aria Tabule, 


and Head of the Church as a Chriſtian Kingdom. And for want 
of knowing this, and the true nature and bounds of his Office, 
how foully many have miſcarried, I have ſhewed. 

1. Thoſe called Eraſtians, carry it too far, and give the Ma- 
Liſtrate part of the e of the Paſtors, even the Keys of Ad- 
miſſion into the Church as a Church, and of Excommunications 
which God hath pur into the hand of the Paſtors, by as imme- 
diate a Commiſſion, as he hath put the Sword into the hand of 
the Magiſtrate. And by this over going my undo : They 
would ruine the Prince on pretence of defending his Power: For 
all Authority hath alſo Obligation to duty : And muſt Princes 
and Magiſtrates be put on the task of trying the Faith and Re- 
pentance of all that are to be Baptized, Confirmed, Abſolved 
or Excommunicated ? Then they muſt leave theirown Calling, 
for they will here find work enough. This is like the- Separa- 
tilts making the People Judges, which would undo 
them, calling them ir Callings, to take on them a 
work of which they are uncapable, and about which they will 
never long agree, and making them reſponſible to God for all 
their Male-adminiſtration : As if the King muſt not only be Go- 
vernour of Phyſicions, but muſe be a Phyſicion himſelf, and 
give Medicines, and be anſwerable for the Patients lives: Or 
muſt be a Schoolmaſter becauſe he governeth Schoolmaſters : 
And this puts them on 2 neceſſit» of caſting out true Diſcipline 
and holding the Opinion that Sacramenta] Communion ſhould 
be common to the Godly, and the openly Wicked, as a, 2 

t Ty- 


Converting Ordinance ; and that Excommunication is 
ranny. Juſt as thoſe Dioceſans that will have no Eiſhops bur 
one over a thouſand or many ſcore or hundred Parithes, b 
pleading for their (ſole Epifcopal Power, take'on them tlic { 
ligation to Epiſcopal duty, and ſo make themſelves reſpon- 
ſible for that work which requireth many hundred men, and 
under themſelves while undo the Churclies, and leave all 
true Diſcipline undone, and mock ( not God, but) men and 
themſelves with names and ceremonious | 
2. And the Papal and French Prelatiſts, have by this Igno- 
rance, got a fixed falſe Opinion, that, as Paſtors are the Conſti- 
| | tutive 
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eative Heads of Particular Churches, ſo tiiey muſt be of Na- 
tional Churches, and that every National Church muſt be uni- 
fied and (ſpecified by one C Soveraignty, in one perſon, or 
in a Colledge or Ariſtocracy : Or elſe that a Chriſtian Kingdom 
is not properly a Church s becauſe it hath not a Prieſtly Head. 
Irs true, that it is not univocally a Chureb of the ſame ſpecies 
or rank as a Paſtoral Church is, is more eminently, and as 
ficly called a Church, as J/rae! was. 

3- And the Independent —_—_— and Anabaptiſts, for 
want of pcrang this, as I faid before, cry down Natio- 
nal Churches with ſcorn, and run; away from National Con- 
cord, into endleſs Diviſions and Secs, while at the ſame time 
they: pray and wait for National Churches in the Milcunium as 
the Fifth Monarchy. And none of them will deny it to. be: 
the Duty of all Kings and Kingdoms to be Chriſtiansz and fo 
that Chriſtian Kingdoms are Chriſt's Inſtitution and Com- 

$ 3- Bur'the Soveraign is the Judge, what Paſtors and, 

hurches he ſhall allow and maintain as parts of the National 
urch or Kingdon. As the Colledge is to judge who is fit 


and the Patient who hall is Phyſicion, 

truſted .whae Medicine he ſhall give: But 
ing to judge. whom he will allow in his Kingdom, and to. 
e Laws forbidding poiſonous Drugs and abuſes of Phy- 


: 


Even ſo the Ordainers are Judges who are fic to be Paſtors, 
and the People whom they will traſt their Souls with as cheir. 
Paſtors, the truſted Paſtors to judge - what Doctrine to. 
Preach, and whom to receive to Communion, or to Excom- 
municate ;. but the King to judge whom he will allow, main». 
tain, or. tolerate | as 'Mzabers of the: Chriſtian Kingdom or / 
National Church. - 

$ 4- . That all eſſential parts of a National Church, are not the 
Form that denominateth ( as aforeſaid ) needs no more proof, 
than that Marter and Privation (by which Ariftotle meant Diſpo- 
ſaio Materie receptiva) are not Form 'of a Natural Body: 
So that Confederate Paſtoral Churches are neceſſary, 'yea eſſential” 
n—_ a gm Church or Chrlen Kingdom, when - is 

r 2 a meer or unthapen 15 come to be 2 
well thapen Pick, Bots Till then it is but as the body in ne 

| wom 
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womb, while the punZum ſatiens firſt maketh the Heart, Eyes, 
Brain and Arteries, before ic hath made the Stomach, Liver, 
Lungs and Inteſtines. Ir is not yer come to thew what Chriſt's 
Inſticution of a Church was. Wc 

$ 5. But our great Controverhes are, 

I. Who be the Organical Faſtors that muſt make vp a N+ 
tional Church. 

Il. Who muſt be the Lay-members of thoſe Churches. 

(11, What that Confederacy muſt be that muſt unite them. 

IV. How far the Members are bound by that 

And becauſe Ignorance hath made theſe Points of fo mud 
Controverhie Conſequence, 1 will open them diſtin&ly. 
By which I conjecture ic will appear, that Dr. Srillingfieer differ- 
— —_ the right wording of the definition of a National 

ur 


Chap. V. Of Paſtors or the Biſhops of National Churches, that they 
are to be of Three ranks. 


C 1. HhaPoltor ans Ge peiene mncrtiiny gout 

of a Kingdom-Church (rho' noe the Unity 
xy, v0 and in -the nature of their , 
a Church. 


Paſtor, and then choſen their - Paſtor after. Whereas a meer 
Community is no more a Political Church without a Paſtor 
than a Community is a Kingdom that hath na King (indivi 
or collective, ei tent or virtual.) Or than this can be 
without a ſter, ora Family without a Head 
$ 3. As Nature firſt formeth by the Soul 
teria ſeminis, the heart and 
_ all = _ and a et - 
Inceſtines to be the Organs 0 nutrition, 
in the nutriment, (which in the Chicken is the Y 
Egg, the bodily famine being firſt made 


then cloſeth np the before encloſed ſtomach upon that food ;, fo 
Chriſt did farft by tis Calband Spirit make ſome prime organi- 
cal General or Indefinite Miniſters, and by them make others, 
fixed in particular Churches and Offices, and by them edifie and 

feed, and perfet the Body by their Oficial Miniſtration, and 
fir the -2eÞ oe received food for their continued 
nutrition. 


raiſed) they are not to be diſſolved (or di 
when the Paſtor (the or Generals) die, but continue 
in the exiſtent ſtate of a Community, and the Rate of a Vir- 
tual Policy till a Paſtor (or Ruler) be choſen, becaule the 
Inſtitution de ſpecie, keeps up 2 virtual of intentional Policy 


$ 4. Chriſt's firſt Inſticuted Officers were Apdliies, cad of 
ter the Inferior Othcial Di ny Se from himſelf, 
Kingdom- 


to convert Souls, and make fie matter for his 

Church z and theſe were afterward to gather into diſtin re- 

ſuch as were "2 converted by 
'Theis Twelve Apoſtles and Sevency Dikcip 

e Twelve enty es were 
MLS en ies Chriſt found 
chang that Form, bur only ca = pm firſt 
change q ws and Ordinances 
made for their 7 anger! Lhe ©.e0s and Ordinance 
fe Gees hey bring but a ro lead to and till Chriſt. 
$ 6. TEIN that the number of Twelve and Seventy were. 
choſen as related to the Twelve Tribes (all chen in being and 
known) and of the Sanedrim or great Council : And therefore 
a National Form of Church-Officers, and not yer Univerſal nor 


gregational 
$ 7. Therefore Chriſt himſelf noun not Preach 
the Tribes of //-ael, nor give the Childrens bread to 
till he was finally rejeted by the Children of the Kingdom;and” 
the Kingdom taken from from then; and given to a Nation _ 
wou 
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would bring forth the fruits of ic. And he forbad his' Apoſtles 
to £2 among the Gentiles, and confined therh to the loſt Sheep 
of the houle of 1/rael. 

$ 8. It is plain that Chri't would havethis juſt number” of 
twelve kept up in relation !0 the twelve Tribes, till che _ 
dom was taken from them, becauſe one, and but one was to 
cholen in 7«das room, anc ſo the due number of the Twelve to 
be kept up. PoE 

Thus proveth the Inſtitution of a diſparity of Miniſters. | 

$. 8. The Keys of the Kingdom were given firſt to the A- 
poltles, before the empowering of the ſeventy, and th: as to 
diſtin ſuperior Officers. And the word Key: figrifieth Govern- 
ment, when Chriſt is ſaid to have the Keys, it is exponaded by, 
his opening and no man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and m2 man openerh, 

The Government was laid on his ſhoulders as King and Coun- 
ſeller, 1/a. 9. 6, 7,8. : 

And as his Father gave the Keys and ſent him, ſo he ſent his 
Apoftles and yu power to them. 

$. 9. But there is no doubt bur this Power called the Keys or 
Governing Power, extended borh to the ordinary and the extra- 
ordinary part of the Apoſtles Othce, and included even ſuch mi- 


raculous power as Peter executed on Anenias and Sazphire, and 
Panl on Elymas, and which is called giving up to Satan, that the 
Fleſh may be _—_— and they may learn no: w__ , When 


me 
there were no Chriſtian Magiſtrates, Chritt his Apoſtles 
the executioners of his juſtice, (as to ſentence, as was in 
executing their ſentence) not when and how they pleaſed, but 
as the Spirit determined them. - 

$ 10. That the office of the Apoſtles was partly for an ordi- 
nary ſort of work, to be continued to the end of the World, 

| partly for the extraordinary work, which ended with them, 
or is now ceaſed, is paſt diſpute. 

1, The extraordinary work was, 1. To be immediately ſent 
by Chriſts own mouth, and to go chat Miſhon, and a&t 
by that Commitſhon, ( in which a ſeventy did concur. ) 

2, To be the Witneſles of what they had (een Chriſt do, and 
ED lives theo che World by Preaching and. Writs 

3. To deliver this to or Writ 
as fuch firſt Wi ; « Ii 


4- Todo this under a Promile of Chriſt, that be would gies . 
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them his Spirit to bring all things to remembrance, and to lead 
them Infallibly into all Truth. _ 

5. To ſpeak the Languages which they had never learnt by 


art or uſe. 
6. To work Miracles toconfirm their Teſtimony and Doc- 

trinez and to have the Gifts of Prophecy, H &c. In 

which tho others did with them, yet it was for a 

time, and not asa i e and Power. 

To Sentence a (as aforeſaid) to Satans Execution. 


| Subordinate Officers, ( |; 
by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, as ſhould continue. 
g. To be Inſpired Infallible of the cies and 
Types of the Old Teſtamenc. the Infallible of 
Controverſies 


fro . 
10. To be Inſtrumental by Impoſition of Hands in giving 
the extraordinary mnealons Cites ofthe Holy Ghoſt to others. 

All theſe are works that God hath made no Promiſe of con- 
tinuing to the end, and therefore this part of their office ceaſeth. 

S. 11, I. Theſe following Works of the Apoſtles ceaſe not, 
nd thevetore in (ant thay Dave Succeſſours to the end. 

1. To Preach Gods Word, and Publiſh the Goſpel by voice 
writ 

2. IndeGnitely to Teach and make Diſciples of all Nations, 
(tho' they could at CY OE yet togoas far as 
they could, and as they were called. ) 

3. To gather Ch of the Converted, and ſettle Elders 
over them, and to be chief (tho' not ſole) Agents and Guides 
in ordaining them. 

4. To take care and t as General Paſtors of the 
Clnches Gohouee and a red z as being pant congins to de 

cers only of this or that {0Ofrepa (tho might 
alſo divide their Provinces for order lake, and have hep moſt 
aſu2l habitation fixed.) | 

s. To adminiſter the Sacraments of Baptiſmand wie Lords 
Supper where ever they came, as General Miniſters. 

w, yo cenſure or ule diſcipline auchoritatively in various 
urches. 
7. To try Cauſes upon Ropenk from van Coogragntons 
. » To 


or 
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3. To doall this as inftitnted Officers Superior 70 the Taieri- 
or particular fixed E!ders and Churches. All theſe continue. 


$. 12, That all theſe are works to be continued is plain in 
Scripture. 1. The firſt is common to them with all Chriſts 
Miniſters in the Office of Elders. And {o is the fifth. 

2. The ſecond muſt be done by all occaſionally and as far as 
the work of their particular Churches will allow ; Bue that dif- 
fereth much from doing it as the Work of a General Officer 
ſpecially Commiſſioned for ſuch general Indefinite work, and 
tied tono one ſetled Church, fave for Temporary ſervice. As 
we uſe to ſay, [| that which 1s every mans work is well done by 
none, in compariſon of that which ſome are ſpecially appointed 
to. ] Others may do it: Theſe muſt doit. Others will make 
it their ſecond work, but theſe their firſt. 

th The ſamel ay of gathering and (ecling particular Churches: 
Ot C- my do it : Theſe mult do ir. DP 

4. ourth is to general Officers, to take a ſtat 
official care and overſight of many Churches as confined to no 
one. Others muſt Secondarily take a Brotherly care ; But Genital 
Officers take a Fatherly Stated care of them as their province or 
charge, It would be tedious to cite all the texts that mention 
Pauls and Barnabas and ſuch others care to preſerve and edifie 
the ſeveral Churches which they had planted. Paul ſtaid at Ephe- 
ſus ſome years tocarry on this edifying a {o did 
John and other Apoſtles in their Provinces. This was not to 
play the Biſhop in other mens Diocels, as it would be in a com- 
mon Paſtor if he ſhould intrude without the particular Paſtors 
conſent ; which yet a General Officer may do. 

5- The fame fay of Cenfuring. 

6. And of trying Cauſes ofticully in various Congregations. 
Thorn the ſame reaſon for theſe in all Ages as there was in 
the firſt. | 

7. And that all this be done as by General Officers ſuperior 
to the particular fixed Elders, hath the ſame reaſon for it now 
as it had at the firſt. All theſe are works that may ſtill be done; 
and therefore muſt have Officers to do them. 

$ 13. That Chriſt intended a ſetled Inſtitution of ſuch Diſ- 
parity of Miniſters asto the Ordinary part of the Apoſtolick 
Othce, I prove as followeth. . 

I. Becauſe having found a diſparity before in the Jun 

X ur 
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Church, he offered not to repeal it, when he offered to gather 
all chat Church to himſelf, as a Hen gathereth her Chickens un- 
der her Wings. Yea he he ſent the Lepers to the Prieſts and bid 

_ hear them in Moſes Chair z and owned the diſparity 
$ 14. Becauſe he rn a a hari T_—_ as is alorefaid 
berween the Twelve Apoſt he Seventy, and that in ſome 
Conformity - tothe Jew Pol tr Policy. tells his Apo- 

files that they ſhall Judge the Twelve Tribes of /{-acl, 
$ 15. Becauſe Ve ſuiteth his Governing Laws and Diſcipline 
much _ what he found a the Jews, This is evident in 
Mat. 5. where he doth bur the Law from the Phari- 
ſees iaſe-: And Mat. 18. 15. _— he formeth his ——— 

much to their Method. And many Learned men have 

Profelites before John and Gel hy Bap: 


ial Superiority 
rg Fadg had been one, bat becauſe 
erof T Twe — the 


choice of his Succeſlor;zeven one from among 
choice oy th of Chriſts Words and Works as well as he. by 


Paul made a thirteenth Apoſtle when the Goſpel 
Sdn And his claim of Apoſtoli 
TEST 104 Gul Mun al.a 
17. Efj Y 28. 19, 

ſcribing the General Office as well as the $——_—_ 
ng incoal the World 10 Diſciple whole Nation ds whe - 
c toobſerve Chriſts Commands, promiling 

them to the end of the World. IEEE 


$ 18. And alſo becauſe it is ing the Go 
—_— Heatenand Infidel Nations a Workſtll be dos 
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and for want of men purpoſely appointed to do it, the progreſs 
of the Goſpel hath been wofully ſtopt; Few coing any thing in 
it but Mr. Elizts anda few honeſt men in New England, and 
they ſay ſome of the Dutch, and the Jeſuits 2nd Fryers that do 
it corruptly. Particular Church Work is below this. 
$ 19. And I am fully confirmed when I find that the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves ſerled a General ſort of Miniſters in Superiority 
and General Work to ſucceed chem. As Chriſt himſelf by his 
Spirit made Barnabas an Apottle, fo he gave to his Church al- 
ſo Evangeliſts who were General helpers of the Apoſtles, and 
were put in a ſtate of Diſparity and Superiority. $i! « and 
Mark, and Luke, and Apollor, and many more are named. The 
texts that mention the General Othce and or power of 
Thngly and Titxs a= S__ known od ( _ ban it's 
to repeat them. charge 0 overſeeing 
many Churches ( as in Crete) arg of — in Impoſhtion- of 


Hands, receiving accuſations, rebuking ſharply, ruling them 
well, ordaining Bilbops and Deacons: and —_— like. 

I never thought Saravia and the Arguments in the Iſte 
of Wipht well anſwered. Mr. Prins the common anſwer 1s, 
that theſe were not Biſhops, but Evangeliſts. I grant it, but thac 
confirmeth me. For the name Biſhop was then ordinarily ap- 
propriated to fixed particular Church Elders : But our queſtion 
15 not de womine but de-re,an Apoſtle & Evangeliſt were above ſuch 
Biſhops. Call them Apoſtles (as Dr. Hammond proveth that the- 
Fathers oft call them) orcall them Evangeliſts, or Arch Biſhops 
or General Biſhops or Dioceſans or Provincial Dilhope, it is not 
the name that is our Controverſie. It proveth that the Apoſtles - 
did ſettle a fort of General Overſeers to gather and take care of 
many inferior pn Churches, to {ucceed them in the ordi- 
nary part of their . Ds 

$ 20. But another argument fixeth me in this opinion, and 
that is, that when ir is fully proved that Chriſt inſtituted ſuch 
a Diſparity and . | cos pang he that will affirm that this doth not 
now continue and bind us, muſt prove | or revocation 


the 
or prove that he did make this eſtabliſhment but fora time, and 
how long that was.Bur Scripture plainly afſerteth chat he cher ap- 
pointed the foreſaid Diſparity, and hath any as plainly proved that 
oo paces it, or confined it to that Age ? It is not proved that 
VE LcEN. 


And 


ET 2 


And to aſſert this without proofis, 1. To make Chriſts 1: 
ftitations to ſignifi but what mans fancy thinks meet, and make 
us the Maſters of his Laws, before we will be ruled by them. 

2. Ic is acharging Chriſt with temerity or diſhonourable mu- 
tability, as Inſticuting one form of Church Miniſtry and Go- 
vernment for one Age, and changing it preſently for another. 

. It ſeemeth a dangerous raking Gods Name in vain, by 
affirming ſuch a mutability of him, and - change of his Laws, 
without any proof. my 

4. It the ſtate ofhis Church when it was under 
Perſecution, and when Heaven and Earth after rejoiced in its 
deliverance, Cy all ——_— — — — owning 
the fore parity. it's umption to ” 
Father on God that which he never did, ad aver owned. 

$ 21. But no doubt but the Circumftances 'of this Snperior 
Office or degree of Miniſtry, are undetermined by God ( fave as 
by General Rules ) and may be altered. 

As 1. Whether there ſhall be One only or Two ſuch General 
Miniſters in one and the ſame Dioceſs or Province. Chriſt 
ſent out his Preachers by two and two, Pal and Barnabas, 
and Paul, and Silas, and Barnabas and: Mark went out by Cou- 
ples. Peter and Paul were together at Rome. 

And Grotis and Dr. Hammond think that for the firſt times, 
till the - Chriſtian Fews and Gentiles became one Communion, 
the great Cities ( Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, &c.) had each 
ewo Congregate Churches, and two Bi (were it but for 
language ſake.) And as I think the Jewiſh and Gentile Chri- 
ſtian Miniſters, during the time of Miraculous Gifts, (while 
no Chriſtian Magiſtrates Ruled ) were the two Witneſles men- 
tioned in the Apocalypfe, ſo I conjecture that Perer and Pail 
were the radical inſtances of them. 

And when two join together it may take off envy from each. 

Yet this is undetermined in Scripture and left to humane 
Prudence. If rwo cannot agree, how will ſuch agree others ? 

22; TheScots had at firſt a.General viſiter, that was really: 
a } Biſhop. Bur the Viſitors aſpiring and abuſe changed 
that way. But I am told that in Vifer in Irelandeach Claſhcal Sy- 
nod chuſe two Grave Divines, and ſend them our co Preach in 
any Congregation in that Clafſis, where they fee cauſe. As 


where there are young raw men, or men ſuſpeRed of Hereſ;, 
Or 


— a .. * o 
wi WV ; = a. 
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Cr men of ſcandalous fame 3 and ro admoniſh and counſel ſuch ; 
nd to tell the People that if they had any thing againſt their 

Miniſters, they ſhould tell them, and they w try them in 
the Claſſical Synod : I think thisis real and laudable Epiſcopa- 
cy, whatever name it have. : 

$ 23. It is alſo undetermined how large the Dioceſs be of the 
{aid General Miniſter ( while he excludeth not Inferiors. ) As 
Prudence would teach the Agoliie to Preach in ſeveral Coun- 
treys, and not all in one ( when they left Jeruſalem.) So Na- 
rural Reaſon teacheth Men till to divide and know their ſe- 
veral Provinces. 

$ 24. [t is undetermined how long each one ſhall tay in one 
Cityorplace : As Paxl did long at Epbeſws. 

$ 25. And it is left to Prudence dg — Pa- 
ſtors and Churches there, ſhall each overſee, 
not the {aid ſubordinate Officers and Churches. 


ea] 
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General Commands (of doing all in Order, Unity and to Edi- 

fication ) yet hs have reaſon to believe that it was begun 
in the Apoſtles days, if Jerom lay trueabout Mark at Alexan- 
dria, who died before John.” — I nd no party of Chriſtians 
2gainſt it of many hundred = pan of a thouſand, for 
even Aerix« called it not unlawful : the Novatians, Dona- 

tiſts, and other Seas were c_—_ for this fort of Epiſcopacy. 

It. And A. a Su of Sacceflors to the Apoſtles 
and Evangeli oli ons I have proved before. 

ET. Tho opt res riating the name of BISHO ot this - 
led the Dioc contrary to Scri 
_ repay for Deceit Ty- 
rene Fer LEY WE Ry have denied the Paridh In- 
ts to be And the Pariſh Churches 
to bo bean Political —_ want of Biſhops or Pa- 
ſtors, but only parts of the Dioceſan Church ; As if that were in- 
fine os ſpecei, 3- By this they have made the ignorant be- 
ievethat thoſe ordained by the Proefores,the parochial Prelidenc 
Biſhops, are ordained oy no Miogoar et, and ſo muſt be re- 
erp _— _—_— me the iſhops | = 
icopacy, tting down many to (er 
ode alone: And yer perfritd frome have called fuch 25 are for 
—_— m_ and elves the __ Juſt 
as if one Schoolmaſter or Phyſition wn many 
tundred thet be may be the only Schoolmatier and Phyſition, 
or Nh Judge or dp all the o__ mL on 
ently ſay that they are againſt Phyſicions, ma 
my Juſtices, and he only is for them. 

Bur who can expe&t Truth or Modeſty from Ungodly, 
Worldly, Proud, Tyrannical Men. 

Tho it is not the-Name that is our Controverſie ; I allow 
them the Name of Dioceſanes. Yet abuſe of Names hath been 
of miſchievous 

$ 29. Such Dioceſane or General Biſhops as put down all the 
Particular fixed —_— Churches, are ct gn fort of Bi- 


ſhops of Chriſts _ but are Pernicious Eaonies to Se 
pacy and the Ch nominal Apoſtles would have been 

they put down -_n the Particular Churches and —_ 
which they ſhould overſee; or a General Commander that 
would put down all the Collonels and Captains. 


6 29, To 
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$ 30. To refuſe tobe ordained by ſuch uſurping Enemies, 
2nd todiſown them, is not to refuſe true Epilcopacy. 

C 31. If theſe uſurping Biſhops would ſwear Men to obey 
them, and refuſe to ordain any that will not Aſſent, Conſent, 
Subſcribe or Covenant, to fin. againſt God by Omifſion or 
Commiſſion, eſpecially many great and hainous fins, he that 
refuſech ſuch ordination may truly ſay, hecould not be fo or- 
dained z the Biſhop was the refuler and not he : And he hath 
better ordination that is ordained by Pariſh Biſhops on lawful 


Terms. 

$ 32. Yetif the Chriſtian Prince make a true Dioceſan that 
putteth not down the Pariſh Churches, to be of the Quorum 
and have a Negative voice in Ordinatiogs, of ſuch as he wi 
own and maintain; I think none ſhould (cruple ſubmiſſion: 
by rm are good Men, it ſeemeth co be a way ſafe 
and orderly. 

$ 33. There aretwo degrees of depoſing the Pariſh Paſtors : 

I. When ſomewhat eſſential to their Office ir ſelf is denied «de 
/pecie. (As Mr. Dodwell would have the Office made and yockied 
by the Will and Intention of the Ordainer. ) This only the Inno- 
vaters are guilty of. 

It. When the Eſſentials of the Office are owned, but the 
exerciſe (infully reſtrained. This the Old Engliſh Canons and +» 
iſhops were guilty of. But it unhappily was by qo their 
Canons to the State of the Pariſh Prieſts that came newly out 
of Popery, and were by ignorance and errour unfit for their 
Office and Work. 

Fut of all this I treated with unqueſtionable evidence of Truth 
in my Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, which is yet unanſwered. 

$ 34. Thoſe that only abufively reſtrain rhe Pariſh Paſtors 
in the exerciſe of their Offices, and are but miſgoverning Dio- 
celans, may yet be owned as true Miniſters de /pecie tho we 
muſt not own their ſfinfal Miſgovernment : But thoſe that de- 
{troy the very Office of the Pariſh Paſtors in any eflential part, 
and their Churches, are no true Miniſters of Chriſt de /pecie, nor 
to be owned as ſuch while they will be the ſole Paſtors of 
many hundred Congregations, 

d a5: How came this General Epiſcopacy that was to gather 
and fix Churches to be ſo much ceaſed ? 

4. 1. By the difhculty and coſtlineſs of the work of Apo- 


{(tol 
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ſrolick Powe ond Biba bours: a cu the Me ſtare 
2 try. 2. Iheparticular Bi[hops livi 
among G_ found work — thole within thei 
reach, and fo by degrees conjoined the two Offices of General 
and Particular Epiſcopacy into one. 3. And when the Heathen 


t05 like to the Heathen 
ing it into H ical 
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rratters of Religion, but only ſuch as are Baptized or 
profeſſed Chriſtians ( and their Children ) and are not —_ 
to have nullified that profeſſion by Herelie or ſuch fin as ren» 
dreth: their profeffion incredible and invalid. And all theſe 
Baptized Viſible Chriſtians muſt be taken for ſuch Members; 
\$ 2. Where the Eſlentials of Chriltianity are Viſtbl mY 
felled there may be a great difference of Members in 
Souncnels. Some may be Eminently Laudable and fre fat, 
and ſome may be {o Faulty as are fit for Rebuke and Puniſh» 
ment, and yet all Members. | 
$ 3. The Priviledges of _—_ are not Disfranchiſed or 
Excommunicate, may yet be ſuſpended while they are under 
trial, For as nothing but Capital Crumes or Excommunigation 
for hmpeageence after due Admonition 'doth cut _ off, rar 
while they have rendered this juſtly queſt lenny, jul 
Tryal muſt needs ſaſpead their queſtioned right, yi: 
peel it, whether they be impenirenc or not, or their 
e Capita 


In he fob ona 
_ : wich on = ; "Bla , T_ 
alle awing 
Willful. and Obſtinare eG erony, _ Druokennefs, and De 
hedbars after Parents Patient endeavours to reform them, A- 


mp In Sodomy, ſome Perjuries. And dead men-can 

Yn on Earth: Therefore this Death for 
= wh DD SHINS 00 more. Therefore they that - 
Plead that any ſuch ſhould be tolerated becauſe the Jews were 
often ſuch and not Excommunicated, is to plead the 
of Criminals againſt the expreſs Letter of the Law, and argue 
« fatto probibito contra legem probibentem. And whether Mr. 
Galeh _ _ have - any =_ than Death, 1 lows 
10n againſt any but thoſe thar were to be put to I cave 
the Reader to conhder. 
co 4 5 Corner, whether the Church ben 

on or m) or mmon thin the 
Church : And the is by moſt aſſerted. 

Anſ.., Under lug) or Heaben Kings that are ou of th 
Church chenalpionss the Church; is in the Common Wealth. 
2. And under Chriſtian Kings or other Soveraigns, the Parti- 
ular Churches are in the Common Wealth as parts in the 


whole. 
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Chap. VII. What is the Confederacyor Concord needful to a 


National Chmrch. 
$ 1. FP, er gm + 


1. A Baptiſmal Confed 
dy rr oy one 
Ghoſt, guns ho Dr Ne Ple 
$ 2. i de Devi, Wark wade 
ther ; and 20 addi one tives 60 the good of cue another, (pe- 
cially to the welfare of the whole Body, and to do as we would 
(hally ) bo cone by. 
$ 3+ Oe Oe any odoing jt 


nigh Power, be all for the publick W of God and 

$ 4. 4 1Q or 

our Redeemer in C Chetan Aﬀeetblies, gu and ruled by 

Chriſtian Paſtors ( or Biſhops ) and deſcribed- by 

Clift in bis Word the illmer the Paſtoral Office, and not 
, or uncapable perſons that 
eflencial co the Ofhce. 


$24. 6. To profeſs Obedience to true Author a Parcas: 
nm gym rg yy: fo far as they: 


are empowered by God, and to obey God above all, and no 
men againſt him and his Laws. And Rulers to profeſs to obey 
God, and Rule as his Miniſters, for the Common welfare and 
to the obedience of Gods Laws. 
. For Magiſtrates, Paſtors ani Parents, to 
vour to Jones the true Preaching of _ one 
= the tranſmitting of it in Purity to Poſterity, and to en- 
courage and not unjuſtly forbid or er the publication and 
practice of it. 
y 8. Negatively, 1. It is not meet that this confederacy 
lo appropriate the Body of the National Church, to hy, 
y 
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Party or Set though ic ſhould be ( or t t to be) ſounder 
or better than the reſt, excluding any that have all the nece(la- 
of before named, though _, have many tolerable errors 
im 
FI get lawful to make t jpaccatary to by taken 
or uſed 


the Conditions 
ble 


= 


N 
juſtly © 
the Land, if 
win inp oo be rm ve been, 
truely be ſaid to be the ſoundeſt, moſt —_— 
conſcionable, py nery of this 
And by any Nonconformiſts 0/00 Un ang 


Th 


© 
2 
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> 
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lieth ſome "tibonourile dfmirn 
Ang they that make their mutab 


eſſential to the Church, make a Ceremon 
ſelf, and cannot anſwer the Papiſts that challenge us to prove 
ies antiquity : Our Liturgy is not (© old as Z»thers time. - 

As Rome by claiming-to be the whole Church, hath made ma- 
ny think that it is not ſo mach as # part ; ſo Conformiſts calling 
themſelves the whole Church of England, hath cempted many 
to take them we 

a 1. But yet and hurtful Members may be reſtrain- 
ed and corrected, when are not filenced or caſt out : And 


(30) 


Sand of enſnaring humane Impoſitions, is far from being the. 
mark of unſi Members. Yet meerly to tolerate them to 
Preach in deep Poverty that deſerve molt encouragement, is 

not free from Injury and Schiſm. | 


- 


de | I I 1 . 


Chap. VIII. How far this Confederacy and Concord binketh the 
Members of a National Church to Conformity to the common faves 
and prattice. 


C1 VVYz=s i5 convinced that Chriſtian Kingdoms or or 


Churches are of —_—— 
muſt needs know Co NS ofalie 'to 
their belt to pun ws peg their 
oy we wont Fe 

the proſpering of the 
rePaond yt ea nh» oF 
nity 3 Bur ro keep up the Nati ingll awſul things 
in the way of their ſeveral places aod For he is un- 


worthy to bea Deniſon in any lawful Society, that —= 
not its well faring, 


2. And hereit is a grand duty or 
of the Governing and the Governed part ro know ta 


though they are diſtinR, erupt ag 


7 Tenorane: 
paſt all 
—_— 
—_— each 
ble is 
And that oo are faultily divided : And no doubt but 
and muſt be divided Nennerand Notionally, fo they 


oppoſite. 
$ 3, What1 Dk he SP lay of Parents and Paſt 
and Tutors : are various and really _ 
Numerically, there the | >» nk are divers and dj => Ap Far 
the Accidents cannot bethe ſame and inciviſible tha 


tareiny 
rious ſubjects. Burt the rights of Rulers and Subje&ts are der 


FY 
by God him 
and Mixt, ) and the & 


Will. And Government is a ſtate CANLICLLL gem dan- 
its under- 

rake ic without ſecurity to his own intereſt > The Kings di- 

ſtint and boy intereſt, is 1. His own Life, to be ſecured 


Commandement be 
—_ MF 


treated. 

The King alſo hath a diſtin intereſt 3- In his Family and 
Perſonal Eſtate. 4 And in ſuch neceflary aid of Men Tri- 
Rs ers ms him. to rooms ob oe re oth od 

may as Proprietors m tracts 

the Peoples right is in general the common good and ſafety, 
and particularly to be defended, and their conrrafed form of Go- 
vernment not overthrown;nor the Kingdom to be given up to a Fortign 
Power, or any Uſurper, much more that rone that will execute 
ſuch Papal Tyranny as is determined of in the General Conneit at 
Laterane ſab [nnoc, 3+ to deſtroy br exterminate the rg? lov 

they would Dam their Souls by forſaking Religion ; 

that no ſuch be cheir preimends e's poder ' Becauſe re- 
gere and perdere are i : And they who defigr it and 
profeſs their ſubjettion tO any Powe? or Law or Reyes that obligerh 
i 


r0'it, are to be ſuppoſed ro be aving ir : Eſpecially if their prep- 
rations (hew. and rares be erin Power that 
are arnder the ſame IT t a party or per ſon muſt 
fly or ſuffer rather than Yie Kiogdom' in War or Re- 


bellion for their defence. 4 Yet'n #hole Kingdom, cannor'be de 
prived. 
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prived of the right of /elf defence, uniels vy Gods Sentence ont 
their notorious forfeiture of Life. "A 
$ 5. The Kings Intereſt is chief in Majority, in genere cauſa 
efficients. And the Kingdoms chief in Meljority, in genere canſa © 
frnals, it is falſe thagohe King who is ſingulis major, 1s Univer- 
ſis Minor in Authority or Jure regend; : But it is true that the 
King tho ſingulis melior ( meliorit ate Relativd ) is not univer ſis me- 
lior ) for finaliter, the King was made for the Kingdom, rather 
than the Kingdom for the Xing: And yet both King and King- 
dom gre made by God and for God ; that is, for his #il or Plea- 
ſure and his Glory and Howour : And as it is the Honour of Gods 
Soveraignty, Wiſdom and Juſtice that is glorifed in the Magiſtracy, 
ſo even the honour of Magiſtracy is part of the final meliority : 
As Gods Love glorified in the common good, -is another part 
of it: And fo God is the Begiuaing and the End, and All in ALL 
And this is the Rulers Intereſt. : 
$ 6. The People have no Fas regendi, Governing Por 
to uſe themſelves, or to give to others :*So falſe is the Pri 
of Mr. Hooker and Laxd, and many others, that make them 
the Fountain of Power. They have the Power called frengrb 
(in which a Horſeexcelleth a Man ) but not Authority. If 


.any Nation be Demecratical it is not becauſe men are born with 


any righe to Political Government, bur only to Private Self- 

government. But becauſe Contra# hath ſo ordered the Form 

of Government. And indeed thoa Ciry may be Democratically 

Governed, I know not how any great Nation can poſſibly be 

-- ou I thinkthere is ſcarce any true Democracy in the 
orld. 

For to chuſe Governours is not to Govern : And thoſe that 
by the People are choſen are an Ariftocracy. Rome was not all 
the Rowen Engire: What right then had the Papulws Zomaves to 
Govern the Empire > This was not like Democracy, where the 
Majority of the whole body Governs. - 

The {ame I may fay of Yenice as they Govern all that are un- 
der them. Ir is truely an Ariſtocracy. 

$ 7. Mankind is by dullneſs and floth, fo far drowned in Tg- 
norance, that the great concerns of Souls, Bodies and Kingdoms 
are diſordered almoſt leſly confounded by the 1gno- 
rance of thoſe that will be the Rulers of them, I. Soul matters 
and Church matters are rayelled by Ignorant Proud ye" 

cei 
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ceited Prieſts, and have been ſoabove 1300 years: The things 
of Retigton Sing mnpnrions, and Students Dull and Impatienc 
of hard Study. 

II. The Diſeaſes and concerns of the Body are fo abſtruſe, 
that if among one thouſand that praRtiſePhylick there be ten 
that do not kill any of their Patients, they eſcape well -that e- 
ſcape their Hands : All the Nei $ aboutus hurt us not,be- 
cauſe we truſt chem not : But far more than 


Enemues. 

III. And 1 would it were not ſo with Politicians, who will be 
the determiners of the affairs of and Churches: where 
2n error may be pernicious to the Society and Nation. The 
beſt Politician that ever I knew was wont to lament, that Law- 
yers and Divines uſually ſtadied whatche Law of the Land Gaith, 
and what Gods Law faith, and never well ſtudied what a Law 
in genere is, what Government and the ſeveral Caxſes of it are, and 
_ yy not the words 
or things that they talk of : And all through uncapableneſs and 


oth. 

$ 8. How commonly do ſuch diſpute the foreſaid caſe, whe- 
ther the Prince or People be the chief, without diſtinguiſhing 
Majority and Meliority> Howfoft do they ſpeak of their diffe- 
rent Right, without diſtinguiſhing, ſepar«re or diſtin&t from 
oppoſite? How oft do they falſly tel! us that the People are 
the Fountain of Power ? And how oft do they tell us that Go- 
vernment (Monarchical or Ariftocratical ) are a meer Truſt, and 
Rulers only the Peoples Trafees, without diſtinguiſhing what 
is of God in it, and what is of man, and what truſt com- 
mittech to them, and what men commit ? And what power 
people have by Natwre, and what by Contract. 

$ 9. I have oft proved that Political Government of Socie- 
ties, is ſo far different from Self-government, that it is not the 
contribution of che Self-governing power of individuals given 
up to one, that maketh political power. It's fully pro 

1. In that God i the prime Soveraign, from whom all Power 
is given. There is no Power butof God. 2. And God hath 
gone before man, and hath inſtituted Government himſelf, by 
the Law of Nature and of Scripture, and hath not ſaid for 
to do it How can man be the Fountain of that which 
hath inſtituted before him ? e hath not left man to o_ 
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choice whether he will have Government or notz buthath pre: 
vented him by the obligations of Neceflity nar 
3. And God hath made Univerſal Political Laws, for Societies 
and Legiſlation is the firſt part of Government. 4. And he 
make:h Rulers as his Miniſters and inſticuteth their Office in 
ſrecie to be for the promoting of obedience to his own Law and . 
for his Glory and the common good : So that it is of Gods. in» 
ſlitution I. Thar there be humane Governors as Gods Officers, 
IT. That finally they be forhis Glory, and the common welfare, 
III. And that materially they take God's Laws for the prime 
Laws of their Government : As that they puniſh {ans a the 
Ten Commandments, according to their weight : And thug far 
they gg God's Truſtees. And if the People torbid any of this, 
it is but Nullity and Rebellion againſt God. | 

But the People are Proprietors,and may limit the Ruler in the 
diſpoſe of their Propriety: And they have the choice of the ?er-« 
ſor, or Line,and Family that (hall rule them ; who it ſhall be, and 
whether Oze, or Many, or How many : For theſe and other cir- 
cumſtances God hath not previcuſly determined, ( fave that his 
Providence making ſome one by Conqueſt or ſtrength to be only 
able to rule and protetthem, impoſeth on them a 
conſentinz to that One. ) in theſe things the Ruler 
is the Truſtee of the People, but not in the former ; fo that 
in the prime eflential parts of power the People are but the 
Objects, and the King is to them (in different degrees) the Tru- 
tee of God for the People, as the _ is his Maſters Truſtee 
for the Sheep, and not the Truſtce of the Sheep. 

The ſame I ſay of true Paſtors of the Churches: God hath 
ſpecified their Offce, tho' the People may circumitentiace it. 

$ 10. Princes having the Power of Leziſlation even about 
the undetermined circumſtances of Religionas well as things ſecular, 
and alſo to enforce Obedience ro God's Laws, all Subjects are 
bound to obey them herein ; yea tho' en A » far miſtake as ro 
chuſe the circumſtances that wight have been better choſen, if 
they command not (in: For who doth any thing fo well bur it 
might have been done better > For inſtance, ſhould they chuſe 
a tolerable, but leſs perfect Verſion and Meeter of Pſalms, or 
Tranſlation of Scripture, or form of Publick Worthip, or Time, 
Place, Utenſils, Miniſters, &c. Coacord in thote otherwite not 
the beſt, may be better and 2 greater duty, than for Dong co Jo 
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ſingular, diſobedient and dividers, or the encouragers of other 
mens {ingularicy and diviſions. 

$ 11, If there wereno Law or Mandate of the Prince for ſuch 
' concord as aforeſaid z yet becaute a National Church ſhould have 
the coryfort, beauty and ſtrength of as much concord as can be 
attained wichour greater hurt than ic will compenſare ; all the 
Members of it ought to my the maintenance of ſuch unity, 
concord and harmony ; and if the Paſtors and Churches agree on 
any ſuch lawful circumſtances, to comply and conform to ſuch 
agreement ; and to ſhun affected cauſlels ſingularity. In ſuch ca- 
ſes Auguſtine rightly reſolved to do as the Church did where b= 
came : Ir being a diſturbing diſcord, for one man to h&odd 
againſt a lawful Cuſtom without caule. As for inſtance, if one 
would affe& to be covered with his Hat at Prayer or Plalmod 
when the reſt are uncovered; or to ule a geſture contrary to a 
the reſt. Ccnformity in things lawful, beleemeth chem that 
feſls themſelves Members of tuch National Churches as c of 
United Confederate Congregations. 

$ 12, Butif on pretence of Concord or Confederacy, yea or 
Laws, any would tyrannically impoſe finful things, or elſemake 
things lawful ſo much more neceſlary than in ves they 
are,as to become the neceſſary Conditions of Union or - 
nion, excommunicating, perſecuting, or unchurching all that dif- 
or Goth (Ram, Be ore ting National Church Memberſhip 
only to thoſe that © en Canons or Agreements ; 
It is not lawful to own or countenance ſuch Uſurpation and Ty- 
ranny, nor to deny thoſe that they deny or condemn, to be true 
parts of the National Church : It hes o Concord in things 
efſencial that is neceſſary rothe Eſſence, and Concord in parts 
integral that is neceſſary to Integrity,and Concord in convenient 
Accidents that is neceſſary to the accidental Comeline(s of the 
Church. And contrarily, Concord againſt Eſſentials nullifieth a 
Church, and Diſcord againſt Eſſentials nullifiech a Member ; 
and want of Integrals rendereth it maimed; and want of due Ac- 
cidents uncomelys and ill Accidents ( in Concord or Diſcord, ) 
parcly ſcabbed and leſs beauriful. 

6 13. I carneſtly entreat therefore all ſober Chriftians to cake 
Ars Fo Lodo LEED 
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them into opinions or practices of unneceſlary diſtance, fingulz- 
rity and diviſion. Pride is a deep rooted fin in Nature ; and it 
maketl our reputation with the {trier people,oft to become a 
ſelfiſh Intereſt, as ſtrong as riches and worldly preferments are 
with the looſer ſort of men : And it maketh it to ſuch as hard 
ro undergo the ſharp cenſures of the cenſorious, and to bear the 
imputation of want of Piery and Conſcience, as to undergo im- 
riſonment and want. And hereby, young ignorant Apprentice 

ads and Women, being uſually the molt cenſorious, ſuch be- 
come the real Governours of their Paſtors, and of the Church; 
eſpecially if Perſecution alſo caſt them for a livelihood on the 
Peoples Charity : And ſo it ſeemeth to make it the Controverſie, 
wh the Churches and Paſtors ſhould be governed by Bi- 
ſhops, or by cenſorious Women and Boys. Saran hath more Baits 
to angle with than one; and more than one way of deceiving. 
Thoſe that are above the ſordid bait of riches or preferment, or 
great mens favour, may yet be overcome by the over-valuing 
the love and praiſe of 2 or of miſtaken religious perſons 
eſpecially in a time when the Clergy is grown infamous and 
contemptible by ignorance, worldlinefs, or malignity, and itis 
become a diſgrace to be numbred with them. 

$ 14. But Satan hath taught no ſmall part of our Academick 
Students and our Clergy, a way to fruſtrate all that T have ſai 
by accuſations againſt my ſelf, as if it were ſufficient to turn 
into ſcorn, if they could charge any fin on my perſon, or by 
impudent fa!ſhoods either feign me to contradict my ſelf, or if 
they do the work of the Father of Lies by his proper act and 
imitation. On one fide I am daily reviled by the Separatiſts 
and Antinomians, as over-conformable. On the other fide I 
am reviled for Non-conformity, and told, that my pra&tice is 
contrary to all that I write ch for Peace: And it is 
anſwer enough for them to- calumniate, and fay that I con- 
demn my ſelf, as if this did juſtifie, both extreams in their im- 
penitent perſevering in enmity to Peace. 

$ 15. To Mr. Long therefore, and ſuch other Calumniators, 
who inſtead of a rational Confutation of my Arguments, anſwer 
by accuſing me as of a > an boy e life. I ſay, 

1, One would think with men that have any pretence to rea- 
ſon, honeſty or honour, it ſhould be eafie ro know that when 
the Controverhe is, about Church-Government, Oaths, Sub- 


{criptions; 
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ſcriptions, Miniſtration, what I am is nothing to the Queſtion 
- your F they Ly : me = as errant a } 0n or Rogpe 22 
udge Jeffreys or g have pronounced me, what's this to 
the common Cauſe of Truth and Peace ? 
2. If my forty five labour for Peace, my hy nenng 
theſe thirty LY JR 00g to garr any Church, my Communion wit 
Licurgy and Sacrament ( kneeling at the 
7 yi all my Writings againſt Schiſm and tion, and for 
the reconciling of ye ys my quiet fi _ to their 


oft impriſoning _ mot izing 00, and ſelling all my goods 
Bed and Books, as rexhig when Tas 0 ewenty miles off, 

and for ſuch ohe ny nn Lord Chief Juſtice Saw 
ders, and the new Lord Chief e's en gave ng& under 
their hands that I was authorized to by the Biſhops 
Licenſe not revoked nor forfeit, and all Sir Fames 


Smith, and Sir Fames Butlers Warrants, who neither of them 
ever told me who accuſed me, nor Ever C2000 me to ſpeak for - 
nm! Ingricament before by Jſice and Philper If ny 
my onment y e 5s; It my 
being toſt from Seſſion dy in fix hundred 
to the behaviour bh Seen, that openly yo 15 they 
Trcgking againſt me, but took me for innocent 3 If my Ba- 
racine; if oy of nendarce 2 County, and age 7 org Bar duly pr alk Corpo- 
rations att ar in 
to hear es Alf reviled, bei bo rn v3 to ſpeak yy 
my ſelf, and the and an reviled and threatned _ ſpake for 
me ; 1 If m Conkinement in the Kings Bench Priſon for near two 
years, t deal more (ſuch ulage, after they had in 1661. 
me y iboprick, = fworn me to be me Ong oh. 
-_ in Ordinary Bikop — T— me, 
and publited a a ann of ps lſhoods which 
ered, and for eel it Ty: theſe ny == ,if all 
ths ny dy them peaceable; and i hn} Lon 
eſhons in m = glith PCr Peacean: the laine in the 
Hainmons of theſe » The Lord be Judge. 
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Chap. IX. That Chriſt hath Injituted no true Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment in Man, of any larger extcnt than National, much leſs 
Univerſal ; ror of Foreign Fur(dittion: And that the French 
pretended Ariſtotracy, with the Poges Primacy and Patriarchate, 
is as bad or worſe than Papal Monarchy. 


$ 1, DOpery and Clergy Ulſurpation which have corrupted,and 
- broken and contounded the Chriſtian Churches, on pre- 
tence of Government, Unity and Order, have riſen out of the 
Ruines of Chriſtian Magiſtracy : The true Unifying Heads of 
Chriſtian Kingdoms National Churches, being ſed by 
= "_ 2nd Clergy,their Power hath faln into the hands of the 
epolers. 

$ 2. The means by which this was accompliſhed were theſe. 

1. When there was no Chriſtian Magiſtracy, the Chriſtians by 
voluntary conſent, to avoid Pagan Tribunals, made their Bi 
their choſen Arbitrators to decide their di 
fantine finding them in poſſeſſion of ic, and having no Lay-men 
ſo wiſe, and goo end meer, continued them in ir z; yet without 
the Power of the Sword. ; 

2. The pious Chriſtians were deſirous that their own freely 
choſen Paſtors ſhould rule them, having no others (© fir. 

3- The Princes were ſo taken up with Wars, and ſecular 
things, that they had no leiſure to mind ir. 

*4. Princes and Rulers gre:y ſo ignorant, wicked and debaucke, 

that themſelves and all others almoſt chought chem unmeer for 

-ſuch holy, work. They negleGed the ſtudy ofthe Word of God, 
ys -” have q—_ _— . 

$. ergy not only took the advantage of the ignorance 
and viciouſneſs of Princes, but cheriſhed them herein, and told 
them Scripture and holy work, were for the Prieſts and not for 

"rinces. 

6. They debaſed and prophaned the Order of Magiſtrates, 
falſly pretending, that their Othce was but for the Body,&c. for 
worldly Peace, and the Office of Prieſts only was for thesSoul. 

7. They by degrees turned the Communion and Concord of ſe- 
_ Forrcign Churches and Nations, into owe Government over 


8. When 
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8. When the Roman Empire was broken into many King- 
doms, the National pretence of the Pope or Councils —_ 
reach but to ſome one of them 3 and fo the Pope flightly pre- 
tended to all, and turned the Imperial Univerſality, into a Ter- 
reſtrial Univerſality, 2nd the Roman World into the whole 
World, or elſe they had fallen, 
9. In all this they cook the advantage of the Ignorance of 
Princes and Lords. : 
10, And of the Wars and Enmity againſt each other trik- 
ing in with the fide that was likeſt to advance 
F 2, To this day Popery is upheld by the fame means b 
which it was ſetup ; eſpecially by the Ignorance, Lngodlineſs, 
and Slothfulneſs of Kings and Lords : Did they exceed the 
Clergy as much as Moſer, Foſima, David, Solomen, Feboſaphat, 
Hezeltah, Joſiah, Nehemiah, Zorobbabel, did the Priefts, andas 
muchas the Heathen Emperors, Tirm, Trajan, Adrian, 4nig- 
mnus Pia, Antoninus Flnloſupbrs, Alexander Severus, &c, did 
their Prielts, they would be honoured above the Prietts as they 
were: The Emperors then were thought fit to be Pontifices 
Maxim ;, and as in the times of the Ancient Family-power, an 
Abraham, an Iſaac, and 2 Facob, and a Job, and a Melcbizedech, 
were thought fit rohave the higheſt Government in matters of 
Religion, to would it be ſtill. And a Semwel would be Pro- 
phe, and King. But as God will honour thoſe that honour 
im, ſo thoſe that deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 
$ 3. The true way age to put. down » is forthe 
Prince and ſtrates to claim their wer (yet not 
to uſurp the Frieſthood ) and to ſtudy, love, and practiſe 
the Law of God, and take their Power and Laws to be only 
and meerly ſubſerviegt to the Power and Laws of God : And 
to ſtrive to underſtand theſe fo clearly, as to be able to judge 
found Preachers from unſound, and to know whon) to coun- 
tenance, whom to tolerate, and whom to ſuppreſs. It is Kings 
that have (er up Popes, by putting down chemlielves, and Popes 
have (et in to pull chem down, to ſet up themſelves : And it 
is Kings that muſt pull down Popes by reafſuming cheir own 
Power and Work 3 and that muſt be by becoming fit for it. 
$ 4. ThawPrince who ap that his Office is but for the 
Pody, and for Secular Ends, and the Prieſts only for the _ 
inviteth all his SubjeRs to honour every Prieſt before him, 


to 
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to account him baſe as worldly things are to be accounted as 
dung in compariſon of the things of the Spirit and Eternity: 
Yeaevery good Chriſtian who is commanded to exhort each 
other daily, and tocomfort one another with the remembrance 
that we ſhall be for ever with the Lord, would be far moreho- 
nourable than a King ; as the Soul is above the Body, and Hea- 
ven better than Earth, | 

$ 5. He isnot worthy of Parental Honour from his Chil- 
dren, that careth only for their Bodies, and ſeeketh not to make 
them the Children of God, and the Heirs of Heaven, and to 
bring them upin the nurture and admonition of the Lord: And 
if Princes be below the work of Parents, they are below their 
Honour : And if they will not be included in the work of the 
Fifch Commandment, how can men give them the honour of 
that Commandment. 

$ 6. They that will have a Univerſal Prelate or Council to 
Govern the matters of Religion through all the World becauſe 
of the unskilfulneſs of Kings and Magiſtrates ſhould in reaſon, 
alſo be willing on the ſame Grounds to have an Univerſal King 
or Parliament to Govern all Kings, becauſe ſome are 
or Slothtul ; or an Univerſal Phyficion, Philoſopher or | 


maſter. | 


$ 7. God hath given the World often ſuch Counſellors and 
ſuch Judges, as have been fit to judge in matters of Religion, 
and to Judge Biſhops and Preachers : way elſe do our Laws 


ſubje&t them to Kings and Judges ? Had all Lands but ſuch 
Judges as through Gods Mercy England hath now, or ſuch as 
were Sir Matthew Hale, and divers others in our Age, and ſuch 
Counſellors as Queen Elizabeth had for the moſt part, or ſuch 
Lawyers as France it (elf hath had, and the Palatinate, and Hol- 
land, it would convince the World that Laymen may be fit to 
judge the Clergy , even in matters of Religion. And why may 
not Princes attain as much wiſdom and honeſty as their Coun- 
ſellors and Judges 2” The Chriſtian Nations have been more be- 
holden to a Conſtantine, Jovian, Valentinian, Theodoſins Senior, Theo- 
doſins Tunior, Marcian, Leo, Anaſt aſins, and many other ſich z and 
Spain to Recaredws, and divers of his Succeſlors, aud France” to 
Carolus Mag. Ludov. Pia ((avetheir compliance with the Pope) 
than to any Biſhops or Councils, even for Reformation, againſt 
Herelzes and Clergies Sins. Cha 
P. 
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Chap. X. Whether an Univerſal Church- Government be of Apoſto- 
lick Succeſſion in the cominued parts of -their Office t 


$ 1. Hough thoſe that take ic for mutability and back- 
ſliding to change their Judgmentsafter that the School, 
or their Leaders or Intereſt hath once fixed them, do cenſure 
me for changing and repenting, that-temptation ſhall not pre- 
vail with me, to _ arning and Repenting, till I know at 
what AgE we muſt fix our ze ultra, or who be the Teachers 
that we mult believe as infallible, while we diſpute againſt Hu- 
mane as well as Papal Iafallibility. 
$ 2, I therefore penicently confeſs that I was long averſly 
ſuſpicious of National Churches, and National Church-Gover- 
vernours, becauſe I could not ſee how thoſe that held theſe 
could coofuce Popery : For I thoughe that by the ſame reaſon 
that Presbyters muſt have Biſhops over them,and Biſhops, Arch- 
Biſhops, and they Metropolitans or Patriarchsz theſe alſo muſt 
have ſome body over them, to Ordain them, and to Govern . 
them, And becauſe I denied the latter, I _ alſo the for- 


An 
Paviſts ſhould plead my Principles as for them, or ſhould ink 
- p Arps, be Fare Divins Univers 


of conſiderable woe to rempt an impartial man to Popery, 


and tell the leſs ſtudied how to anſwer them better than the 
moſt can do. 

$ 4. I have long known that P doth not eſſentially 
conſiſt in” the other Errours about Worſhip, as 


or 
Images, praying to Saints and Angels, Maſſes, Relics, 
Juſtifica Free-will, tory, Tranſubſtantiation, &c. 1] 
s Gro, of Armenin, or Able, bod tee and yo moe, 

& is not a Papiſt. You may call t t 

Popery if you will, but not eſſential, The Eflence ts off Sj 
Opinion © Univerſ, | 
Univerſal Unified and formally Won ed thereby, 


al Humane Church Soveraignty, and a Church 
$ 5. 
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$ 5. This is conſiderable, 1. Qu94d Rationem Reiz 2. And 
gnoad Rationem Nominis. 

1. As to the Thing, it is ſuch a Soveraignty feigned, whether 
in a Aonarchy, Ariſtocracy, or any m1Ixt or orher Form, as be- 
ing an Ulſurpation of Chriſt's Ofhce, and making a Vice- 
Chriſt, which is an Antichriſt. 

2. As to the Name, it is called Pcprry from them that place: 
this Soveraignty in the Rom2n Pope (though it would be the 
{lame thing, if they pager it in the Biſhop of Conſtantinople.) | 

$ 6. Of theſe there are three ſorts of Papiſts : 1. Some 
place it in the Pope alone: 2. Some in the Pope and a Ge- 
neral Council or Clergy agreeing: 3. And fome in a General 
Council, the Pope being only Principiuam Unitatis, as having the 
{1imam ſedem, priviledged ordinarily to call*them, and 
And in the Intervals of ſuch Councils, in an Ariſtocratical 
Colledge of all the Biſhops in the World, governing per liter«s 
formatas : This laſt as moſt irrational I have at large : 
It is the other two that deſerve further confurarion. 

$ 7. And ſecing it is the ſumma Poreſtss, or Soveraighty. 
that is the unifying and denominating Form of a Political 
Society, it clearly followeth that rhoſe that now go ander the 
name of Papiſts or Roman Catholicks, are indeed of three 
diſtinct fort of Churches, and not as they pretend of One. 
But names not underſtood delude the ignorant, (ſaying it is 
but One Church, maketh it not One. 

$ 8, They uncharitably and very hartfully. miſtake, 1. Who 
ſry that P eſſentially Br when God and Conſtantine ex- 
alced the Biſhops, and Price in many abuſed that mercy. 2. And 
they that ſay it eſſentially began when Image-worthip began. 
3. Andthey that date it from the aſſumed Name of Univerſal 
Biſhop, or Head of the Univerſal Church ( which Leo I. aſſumed 
and Fhocas gave Boniface ) as long as they meant not the Unj- 
ver/.ul Church on all the Earth, but only the Univerſal in the Em- 
pire, which was long meant. 

$ 9. Now among all remptations to Popery, I never found 
py of Cifticult weight but thele. 

{. The Apoſtolica! Office continaeth in its ordinary continued 
Part and Work. Fat Univerſal Church Government is 2n or- 
dinary continucd Part and Work of the Apoſtolick Ofhce. Ergo 
Llaiverlal Church Government { contiriveth ) ( that 6.4 jou 
Sin , ic 
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1I. The Superiority of one ; wag Church Government 15 
TJure Divino, Ergo, (o is the Superiority of an Univerſal! 
Church Government. 

Ill. The Roman Policy ſeemeth greatly advantageous for the 
Preſervation, Honour and Propagation of Chriſtianity in the 
World, and hath much upheld t. 

IV. The ſcandalous diviſions of the Reformed and other 
Churches, are ſo difi:onourable and weakening, and dangerous 
to — as (eemeth to make the Roman Policy and Uni- 
ty nec 

V. The Errors of the Proteſtants in their Oppohtion to Po- 
SEE ally cheir Eapottion of the Reveln. 
Papitts {o palpa 12 htion of the Revelati- 
on ſo Partial, Erroneous and Hoſtile as ſeemerth much to make 
their Cauſe more ſaſpeRted than the Papilts. 

$ 10, Theſe Reaſons which eevailed with ſuch great Menas 
Eraſmus, Caſſander, Grotie, and many others, a more” 2c- 
curate anſwer than moſt Proteſtants are prepared to give, which 
we ſhould find were the Papiſts by! Liberty of Religion ler looſe 
ro open Diſpures among us : I have tryed ſome pon Miai- 
ſters with the firſt of theſe, and have had bur ſuch anfwersas are 
defeive and inſufficient. 

$ 11. The Anſwer which fatisfieth me is this. 

We muſt gn, 1. The pot Oo Power as Promulga- 
_ of Chriſts Law, and a Legiſlative Power to make Laws of 
their own. 

2, Between a Legiſlative and-a Jadicial and Execucive Power. 

3. Between an Univerſal and an /ndefinite Power and Exercile. 

4. Between a Power to be uſed yn —_—— each 
one his part in his own Province, and a Power 
making one Political Perſon or z A5 in an Arif 


Ito 1, Tho mac mrs 
And, 
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And, I. Names uſed by Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, were 
not uſeleſs tothe notifying of the things ſignihed by them And 
Apoſtolus {ignitied much more than Epiſcopxe. To be an Apoſtle 
was by Chriſts own Mouth, or ſpecial Revelation from Hea- 
ven, to be one ſent Indefinitely to be his ſpecial Witneſs and 
Meſſenger to publiſh his Goſpel to Intidels, and work Miracles 
to confirm it, and gather Churches hereby. But a Biſhop as 
{uch had not this Mifſion and Power. 

: 13. II. The Apoftles Power to ſpeak of Chriſt, his words 
and works as Eye and Ear-witneſles, 1s not continued to Suc- 
cellors; no more than the confirming Power of Miracles. 

s 14+ | III, The number of Twelve and Seventy. two were 
a National Form fitted to the Jewiſh State, and not an Univer- 
ſal : And this National Form went before that part of the A- 
poſtles Work and Power, which was to be Univerſal or Inde- 


hinite., 
$ ts. IK o——_ made no Univerſal Laws of their 
own, but only promulgated the Laws of Chriſt 3- which by his 


Word and Spirit he taught them : And to that end, he promi- 


{ed and gave them _— lead them into all Truth, and 
bring all co their rem z and they were ſent to all Na- 
tions ( indefinitely ) ro Convert them and Baptize them, and 
” teach them to obſerve all things that Chriſt had commanded 
THEM. 


" The Cryer is not the Law-maker; though he prockim the 


aw. t 

The Obligationsto Infant-baptiſm and the Lords day, alledg- 
ed by ſome as Apoſtolical Laws, are from Chriſt himlielf ( as I 
have proved elſewhere at large) the Apoſtles being Autho- 
rized Witneſles and Promulgators And had they done it by 
the extraordinary omiſed-bpirit, it had ſo been Chriſts own 
Law-giving no other having that poniſeet the Spirit to make 
2 new Word of God, or Univerſal Law, by bringing - all his 
Commands to remembrance, and leading them into all Trath- 

The determinations, A#s 15. were alſo the delipery. of the 
Law of Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt giving thenr the certaia under- 
ſtanding of it: And it's like thatas two of the four Caſes 4 For- 
nication and Idp}-Communion ) were of known. Morality, ſo 
the ater two ( ſtraugled and lo, were not 


| yo pag +> ifnot 
of Univerſal pages” but only to t le Gentiles thas yes 


among the offended Jews. 


. 
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The like may be ſaid about the Inſtitution of Deacons, and 
Biſhops of ſingle COS: If they did not Inſtitute them asin 


Chriſts Name, by his Command or Spirit, buc had Authori 
From him to =__ it as pos, l; 2 under —1a_y of the 


Spirits Infallible Work, in which 
hey have no Succeflors : Joo Gharc h would never be 
formed, nor his 7 and Word fſerled perfet, it we muft 
_ Men in in all Ages, to add to his Church Ordinances and 
elinrtanad em Wed: How 
ed bis Bible be then at” the laſt ? Why have no new 
Scriptures as his been ſo made theſe 16co years. 1 hope our 
Volumes of Councils will nor go for fuch. 
$ 16. V. The occaſional determination of Queſtions 2bout mu- 
rable Circumſtances ( as long Hair, the Vails, the Love-feaſts, 
the time of ColleRions for Charity, and divers ſuch were no: 
Univerſal but Local, and not of Immutable: but occafional Mu- 
table Obligation z and were bat ſuch-as National and Congre- 
gxtional Governors may determine, without any Univerſal Su- 
preme Power. The Genw or Rule by which they muſt be: de- 
termined ( Bags, Love, Concord,' Peace, Decency, Or- 


oy ) be 
Delay es Lane. is great difterence between what the A- 
voſtles :didas Segregate or Diſ-junt each one in his Province,and 
whar they didas an Peron or Cow __— 
Ordained Elders, gave the Holy Ghoſh, Churc 

decided Conmaratinds | wrote Books and: _—_ ; ſingly cacti. 

en his Frovincs, RON ERNUnY ng Book or E 

iſtle by a Major gh their 
Books now oblge al a Cinch th have them, yet, 1. Ac 
only the' IE or Perſons ro 
alter by | of PMeiey. of HSogzen 


ſtor [that 
writeth a Book that oy Diviaicy, lege Obligatian 
on all that read it, to way dence of truth. 
The Obligation of the Apoliles m_ theirs, is Extenſive- 


greet he Oblgaon enjoy ——_— 

Q tion [ne is m 

Wiitiags, becuia of their extracedinery Savrid ©; 
$18, VII. The decifon ,. A&s 15. was not by a-General 

Council nor « Popey No fuch: Council was called: But 
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were ſent and appealed to, as Men of moſt infallivle fitnefs' w 
decide that Caſe; ard if they did it asa College, it was onlys 
2 National Church-College, fuch as de furna the Jews Nation 
had, in which relation they were firſt ſetled : For as Twelve 
they were only fo related ; others being added to be ſent with 
then ro the Centiles. 4rd befices ard after that, we 'never 
read that they did any thing but in their ſeparate Provinces and 
Pertonal Capacity. | 

6 12 VII. Andas theynever did as an Univerſal Ariſto- 
cratical Cclleze, by Vote make new Univerſal Laws to the 
Church, much lels by any ordinary continued Power, {0ne- 


. ther cid they as ſuch Onegh, exerciſe Judicial -or Executive 


power, bur did it in their ſingle Capacities only in their. pro 
Provinces z and that was partly by an ordinary power ( of Re- 
proof ard Excommungication ) which continueth; and partly 
by an extraordinary miraculous power, of delivering to - Satan 
for Corporal punithment, which power is ceafed with them 
( Tho' Fapilts ina mock-imitation, deliver the Excommunicate 
to the Secular powers, to be kilf'd, as if theſe were: Devils.) 
As for the Univerſal Lawsthattell whom ro Excommunicate, 
they are Chrills own Laws, and Rules of Judgment : T'o which 
if men may add the like, no wonder if they make Sin and Here- 
fie as they pleale, and Excommunicate, and deliver to Satan 
( their Magiſtrates ) whom they will 4 and if he char was an 
Orthodox Saint this year; be burnt { without change) as an 
Hererick thenext 3 andit be never certain till the end of the 
World, what is Herefe or Sin, and what not. 

$ 20, IX. Itbeing certain then that the Apoſtles did nor, 
aSan Ariſtocratical me power over the Univerſal Church, 
Exercife Legiſlation, Fudgment and Execution, much le(s by any 
ordinary continged power, 3t followerh that they /have no Suc- 
ceſſors that have ſuch power z and all' Government being contain- 
ed in theſe three parts, there is de Fure no Univerſal Governony 

$ 21.  X. The power of Moſes and 4aron were of equal ex- 
tent, and both of Divine Inſtitutionz but Aro wasfinder Mo- 
ſe: Government : And Chriſt gave the Twelve and Seventy . at 
hirſt no larger Provinces or Power : And when he added more 
and ſent them to the Gentiles, he commanded every Soul to be 
lubjetto the Princes power as of God :- Therefore their power 
in the Empire waslimited and ſubje&ro the Imperial Goverd- 
ment, 


. 
| 


ment, and ſo in other Lands : They were bound to fear Ged and 
Honoxr the King. They might by Doforal and Nunciative Au- 
thority perſwade Emperors, and deliver Gods Commands, and 
{o (till may any ordinary Teacher, but not by Imperant, Fudici- 
al and Execxrrve power Govern them, unleſs by (elf-ſubjeRing 
they make them their Governors as Pupils do their Tutors and 
Patients their Phyſicions. Yea they could make no Man a 
Chriſtian but by Perſnaſion to voluntary conſent; and til! they 
were Chriſtians, It _ not -Govern them as Chriſtians : 
And they were not Governors of the World but Monitors, and 
Perſuaders. 

$ 22. XI. Indefinire (and were it poſhble Univerſal ) Con- 
cord, Love and Communion, All Chriftians ruſt endeavours; 
which Minifters do with greater Obligation and Advantage than 
the People, 2nd Apoſtles above both. * 

And Kings and Srates are 2s mach obliged to it as Biſhops: 
But they are not on that pretence to make one Univerſal Kins 
& Senate, to bea Soveraign Power to them and all the Earth or 
Church : But only by Diers or Confederacies to. join their 
Powers and Endeavours to ſo good an End : And fo is it with 
Biſhops ard Churches. | 

s 23. If they fay, That it is Union and Concord with the Pope 
or Rome, or their Councils that we are bound to, let them bur 
renounce their pretence to Government of all, and we ſhall ea- 
lily decide the other difference : If we naulgnot Ubgite to them 
as Governors, but as Bret they are as much boand to Love 
and Union with us, as we with them. - And Chriſt is ſufhcient 
to be the Center of Union to the —_ Body, and hath made 
them the ſufficient and only Laws of Univerial Corcord among 
themſelves. 

$ 24. © 0b; To be obliged by Gods Law to Concord, and 
** tohave Councils and Biſhops determine in-what we mult a-* 
* gree, inferreth our Duty to agree in thote Points which com- 
* eth roall one as Government by them. 

Anf. 1. Wrhey be not Governors but Equals, wPtave as 
much power to propoſe Articles of Agreement to thetn, as 
they to us. 

2. There are no Articles of Univerſal Agreement in all the 
Churches on Earch, neceſſary, bur what Chriſthath made ſuch, 
And to pretend to make ſuch, and Uſurp kis Prerogative, isa (in 
that we muſt not agree with, . 3. The- 
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2. The vanity of their talk of crue Univerſal Councils I have 


4 oft at large detected. 
| | 4. We grant ſubmiſſion tothe true power of National Gover- 


norsand Cauncils, but Univerſal we know nor, 

5. Juſt National Laws muſt be obeyed : But Conciliar Ca- 
nons of Concord by Equals, bind us not to Agreement, when 
\'þ miſtake maketh them againſt the common Good and Ends of 

Concord. Nor do Mens Lawsor Agreements bind us to any 
| thing 222infſr the Laws of God. 
| $s 25. XIL We allown an Univerſal Church Governmene, 
{| Portire, or Exerciſed by parts, as all the Phyſicions Medicate 
all F:::/and, and all the School-malters teach them, and all the 
Judges and Juſtices judge them: And ſo Cypria» meant that 
Eyiſcopatres unus eſt, of which each one hath a part : That is, 
1, /: ſpecie inftitudgg 2, Luoad Objeitum, All the particular 

burches governed make one Univerſal Church. 3. 

Fi::cu:, But no Man, nor any Senate or College, or Council 
as ua perſona politica, is Soveraign. We have no Univerlat 
King bur Chriſt. 


© — IEEE ——_— 8 ——_—_— 


Chap. XI. Whether 4 National Church Sover aignty infer the need 
— or lawſuln:ſs of a Humane Univerſal Church Severaignty. 


6 1. Arſ. O : For, 1. Man is capable of one, but unca- 
N pable of the other. 

2. Chriſt hach givea Commiſhon for one, but not for the 

other. 
2. Every Kingdomhath one Humane Soveraignty in Sword 
Government : Butſo hath not all the World one. Aand.there 
is leG reaſon for, and lels poſſibility of one Humane Governing 
"Soveraignty by the Word and Keys. 

4. God tet one Moſes, and one Aaron or Prieſthood over 1I/- 
rac; but not over all the World. If Adam or Neah was ſuch 
while the World was but a Tomy, or Tribe, he-would not 
laveir ſo when it wa$uncapable of it, 

5s. The Summons and Subſcriptions, and the Limits of the 
Imperial Power tell us that the moſt General Councils were but 
Imperial, that is, Nationalin Extent ( as I have proved agaiult 
Jobrſon. ) And therefere go more can be claimed (iace. 


" 0 _ ab A 


- _ 
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$ 2. Obj. But if 4 Prezbyter muſt be Ordained by a Biſhnp as 
Superior, and a Biſhop by an Archbiſhop, and he by a Patriarch, 
what Superior ſhall maks him but a Pope or Council ? 

Ariſ. 1. You may next ask, then muſt Make br Con- 
ſecratea mage? Is it a Superior ? Contrarily, If a Pope may be 
made by eriors ( as they do ) a Parriarch,” a Metropolitan, 
an Archbiſhop and a Biſhop may quoad eſſe be validly made by 
Men of the ſame Order, Yea and Presbyters too where Poli- 
tick Order and Church ſafety forbid it not. 

$ 3. Itis ſo far from being true (as I once fooliſhly thought) 
on Church Supremacy aerreth Popary, that -C : 
nece or very great means a it,wit which ( thou 
particular Souls may be faved Fe Popery ) a Nation _—_ 
long, nor ever was that I haveread of. For Popery is but the 
lavading of bon? ay bog all other Biſhops and Kings : And for 
each one to reaſlume his own power, is the dire& ing of 
the Pope. - As if one King or claimed ernment 
of all Kings and Senates, how ſhould theſe Uſurpers be Depo- 
ſed but by every King and Parliaments reaſſuming their own? 

$s 4- But then every party that differeth in the Form of Na- 
tional Government, mult not 'pretend that it is only their Form 
tht isthe Bulwark againſt Popery. National Church Concord 
and Strength may be kept up by aSupreme Chriſtian Prince or 
State with a Concordant Ty, whether among themſelves 
United as the Scots in General Aſſemblies, oras in England by 
Archbiſho and Convocations, "davis the Town of 
SLIT IE 

etermining $3 ps 
qualified and choſen jultly, and uſurping none of the Sword: 
bearers power. 

$ 5. That National Laws about matters of Religion may and 
muſt be made, and that Princes confalting with Paſtors muſt 
make them, and that theſe are not toextend to all the World, 
is a truth ſtionable. 

In the Law muſt command us to uſe Engliſh Bibles, 
bur not all over the World. Ir is meer” to bind the Churches 
to uſe one Tranſlation of the Scriptures. Elſe one will fay, 
Your Textor what you alledge isnot in my Bible, and another 
It is not in mine. And many inconveniences would follow. and 
one Form of Catechiſm, one rw of Confeſſion, one Metre of 


{ingiog 
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ſinging Pſalms, and about the S2craments and other Offices one 
Form moderately impoſed or agreed on is convenient, But if 


ne part will roo rigorouſly impoſe things need 


mand things ſinful, or juſtly ſuſpeRed 3 or the other fide refuſe 


eſs, or com 


things lawful and fit becauſe impoſed, National Concord will 
be broken. , 


Chap. XII The Three other Reaſons for Popery anſwered briefly, 


Quelt. III. C Hould not the Roman Church Policy in reaſon be owns 
ed for the advantage of Chriſtianity againſ# Infi- 


dels ? 


Anſ. t. We deny not bat Unity,Concord,Power and Riches, 


and the great number of Ad 


herents, is a great advantage to 


Chriſtianity againſt Infidels ; And all theſe are Gods Gifts, and 


_— of them though it do not quite froſtrate the 
genuine Effects, yet ſo depraveth them, that it's a doubt whe- 


2s ſuch do 
2, Butt 


cher the hurt to the common 
the advantage. If Unity were maintained in Chriſts 


it would have far better | 
3- Yet we deny not but the Providence of God hath made 


ruleth and 


will. 


Had National Ki 


Chriſtian Kings and 
Dyets and Councils, kept due Confederacies by Conſultation 
and Contra without mutual Juriſdiction, the common Cauſe 


had been bet 


But all is not Good that God 
permitting Man to cauſe the Evil. 
e Cruelty without cauſing it, 
a Ferret, or a Hawk, againſt the- Prey, to fulfil 


dom Cliurches been kept 
ors, and theſe Kings 


Chriſtianity be not greater than 


way 


Effects than in the Papiſts way. 
ule of the Roman Power, Numbers, Concord and Riches, to 
uphold the common Caule. 

uſeth to ay; 
As a Man may uſe 


over 
of a Hound,. 

his juſt 
vp under true 
and Paſtors in 


ter promoted than it hath been by Popery; that 
ivifons, 


hath ſhamed it and weakened it by Perſecutions, 
Treaſons and Wars. 


Queſt. IV. Whether the Diviſions of other Chriſtians render the 
Reman Government deſireable for Concord f 


Anf. 1. 
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Ari. 1, There are more that Unite in Mahometaniſmand far 
more in Paganiſm, than all che Chriſtians in the World. And 
S2ran knoweth how to advantage his Kingdom by Concord, as 
well as to weaken Chriſts Kingdom by Diviſion. 

2. The Biſhops have made teſt Schiſms and Diviſion 
in the Church that ever was made, by ſinful Uſurpation and 
Corruption, and Impoſitions, and Perſecutions, Unchurching 
the far greateſt part of Chriſtians, and appropriating the Church; 
Title to his own Sec alone. All che y Murders of the 
Waldenſes, Bohemians, and other Proteſtants, the Inquiſition, 
the preſent Wars that France hath involved Europe in, are on 
pretence of Unity : We like not the Unity that Satan main- 
taineth, and that at ſuch a rate of Blood. 

2.ButI have before and elſewhere proved that the Proteſtants 
for all their Diviſions have a far better Unity than the Papal 
Church hath, ſo that this Queſtion is elſewhere and here (uthci- 
ently anſwered. 


Quaſt. V. Whether the Errors of the Proteſtants do not ſo diſp: 
rage them as to makgthe Raman Church more Honour able ? 


Anrſ. 1. That is, ſhould not Men chuſe a Leprofie to cure an 
Itch 2 We deny not but where Controverſies ſhew our Diffe- 
rences among our ſelves, one Party muſt needs be in an Error, 
either de re, or de nomine. But we agree in all that's neceſſary 
to Salvation and Brotherly Love : And Pride, and Envy, and 


Malignity, are more the Cauſes of our Diſagreement than our 
Religion. Eſpecially unskilfulneſs ia Words and ffating Caſes. 


* 1 have endeavoured to ſhew in many Books (eſpecially my End 


of Doftrinal Controverſies, my Catholick, Theology and Methodus 
Theologie) that our Differences are moſt in Word: whoſe ſence 
15not mutually underſtood. 

How many Loads of Controverſal Volumes are written by 
Papiſcs againſt each other > And what heavy Charges of Simo- 
ny, Filthineſs, -Herefie, &c. have even General Councils and 
Hiſtorians laid on the Popes and many Councils > And nore, 
that the Pope or Council is the Eſſentiating Form of the Papal 
Church as ſuch ; and therefore aff Unholy or Debauch'd, or He- 
retick Head, proveth that the Church js Uaholy or Heretical": 


Becauſe the Form denominateth ; 200 1s Eſſential. But it is 
2 not 
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not ſo with the Proteſtants, that own no Univerſal Head but 
Chriſt, who is Infallible and perfe&. 

This much I thought needful co add againſt them, that pres 
tend an Inſtitution of Chriſt, for a Political Univerſal Head, 
and a Foreign Juriſdiction ; above a National Church or Chri- 
ſtiaa Kingdom. ; ; 

He that would compare Papiſts Errors with Proteſtants; 
let him read Chamier, Blondel de Eccleſia, Molineus of the No- 
velty of Popery, River, Downame de Antichrifto, Jewel, Whi« 
taker, and other ſuch. | 


The Reader $ 7. How few Biſhops or Church DoRors are for Learning 
__ . Equal to Boetime, Tob. Picus, Franciſ. Piews, Eraſmus, Hutt 
STE = Goldaſtus, Freberus, Piſtorius , Faber , Stephanws , ( Father and 
to t:2671 of Son, ) Mornay, Lord Du Pleſſir, Mich, Hoſpitalins, Thuanus, the 
te Chap'er two Scaliger's, Salmaſine, Grotins, Sarravins, Fuſtellms, and ma- 
tt's 15 m:l- ny other Lay-men ? And are Kings and Magiſtrates uncapable 
raced of Wildom 
the 1xth F 8. How vaſt is the difference between Governing one 
Chapter. Kingdom, and Governing all the World ? Do I need to aggrt- 
vate it ? Andis not ore King with Wiſe Judges, and Juſtices, 
25 capable of ay nes, heed ingdom, as an _eyeeg College 
of Buhops ( that ſome of,) ora Pope (and Cardinals ) 
of Governing all the World. Can fach ignorant, vicious Mon- 
ſters as Councils have condemned for the moſt odiovs Wicked- 
neſs and Hereſie, better Rule at Abafia, Armeniz, or the Anti 
pod4es, than a Good King can Rule in England ? | 

$ 9. Councils conſiſt ofthe Subjets of many Foreign Prin- 
ces 3 and uſyally their Princes chuſe who ſhall go : And they 
that arenear the place of meeting will be the moſt : And none 
can come againſt their Princes wills: And few Biſhops will di{- 

their Lords that ſend them, or that they live under : And 

mult fach Subje&ts of Papiſts, Turks, Inhdels, Heathens, be 
Maſters of England, of King and People, and of all the Religion 
inthe World ? 

$ 10. Cannot Biſhops at hand here better try the Cauſe of 
one accuſed for Herelie, Fornication, Treaſon, Murder, &c. 
and that by virtue of a Commiſſion from God, than a meeting 
of Biſhops out of all the World, a Thouſand Mile off can try it ? 
$ 11. But I ſhall here paſs by wy chief proof of this ( = 

© 
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God hath ordained no Humane Government ( diſtin 'from 
meer conſuleation or Concord and Communion,) above Natic- 
nal, Headed by Chriſtian Soveraignty.) Becaule I have ready 
for the Preſs a full Treatiſe of it, in Two Books. The firſt prov- 
ing Hiſtorically by their own words, that Archbiſhop Land, 
Archbiſhop Bromball, Biſhop Guning, Biſhop Sperrow, Biſhop 
Sam. Parker, Dr. Per; Heylin, Mr. — Dr. Saywel, and 
divers others have written for a Foreign and Univerſal Juriſdi- 
Rion. The ſecond Book fully difproving it, and proving that 
the Kingdom and Church is Sworn againſt it, and that the Par- 
liaments and the Church of England till Zaud's days were againſt 
it : And that this very Parliament-and Convention having taken 
2 new Oath againſt it beſides the' old Oaths of Supremacy, to 
ſtigmatize the Church and Nation with the forelaid Perjury, 
would dangerouſly preſage the Ruine of the Perjured, if not of 


the Land. | 


mmm 


Chap. XIII What are the dangerons Diſeaſes of a National Church, 


C x, Eath cometh on Bodies Politick, as on Natural Bo- 
dies, by degrees, as Diſeaſes weaken and break 

them. And while they are Diſeaſed, they are in an unlovely 
troubleſome condition. Gods Word, and Hiſtory, and Expe- 
rience hath told us, what Diſeaſes they be that are the uſual pre- 
fages of Confuſion or Diſſolution, - '* 

$ 2. In general; All fin is to the Soul what Sicknels is to the 
Body, and hath ſome tendency to deſtruction. And rhe increale 
and 2bounding of Sin,isa erous Prognoſtick : fins of Senſua- 
lity, Gluttony, Drunk $, and Fornicstion, when they grow 
common and impudent, ſeldom go unpunithed. O how dange- 
rous then is the cale of England, 1n which the Sin of Adultery 
and Fornication, is commonly faid to be {0 increaſed, that mul- 
titades are guilty ndw, for One that was ever ſuſpeed. of it be- 
fore the Reign of K. Charks the Second. And brotiſh Wretches 
ſcarce take it for a ſhame. | 

Sins of Injuſtice and Unmercifulneſs, eſpecially Rich Mens 
oppreſſion of the Poor, Landlords grinding'their Poor Tenan 
and Judges, Juſtices and Lawyers unrighteouſnels in Suits 


Judgments, are Sins threatned by the Prophers as the forerun- 


ners of Deſtruction. ) 3 


— 
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$ 3+ Bat eſpecially when Rulers are the Leaders in Sin, and 
the Patrons of the Wicked. The Sins of Men in publick Place 
are publick Sins, and ſooner bring publick Jud ts, than the 
Sins of private Men. . The publick Authors of the late Calami- 
tous Wars of Ireland, Scotland and Ergland, had 2 deep part in 
the Puniſhment as they had in the Guilt. O what a Torrent of 
Guilt in the Reign of Charles the Second did from King and 
Court over-flow this Land, by the ſhameleſs filth of all uncles. 
neſs ! When Men (hall affectedly keep Whores as the way to 
pleaſe the Court by Conformity to the King, as if it were an 
1ionour or no great Diſthonourz what can be expected from ſuch 
lorrid wickedneſs, but Publick, Divine, Revenging Juſtice ? 

$ 4. When did it ever go well with J«dab or 1/rac! when 
they hada fooliſh wicked King? How eatie is it for ſuch a King 
21:4 a fooliſh wicked Senate or Parliament to undo a Nation, by 
Laws of Hereſfie, Cruelty, Perſecution, Diviſion and Taiquity ? 
How ordinarily do ſuch make Snares for the Conſcionable, by 
commanding them on | of Fining, Imprifonment, or Death, 
or Banithment, to do - _—_ that God forbiddeth, or not to 
Co what God commandeth ; and then to cry them down, re- 
proach and ruine them, as unruly, diſobedient, deſpilers- of all 
Order and Government, Schiſmaticks and Rebels > And who 
may call them ſo with leſs contradiction, than they that can at 
ryoeres make them ſeem ſuch, and few dare contra- 

1ct them ? . 

$ 5. Great is the advantage that SUFrEe Rulers have, to put 
the Name of Evil upon Good,and of Good on Evil, and to pro- 
cure the Vulgar to ſay as they? Saving that the Innocency and 
Worth of the Upright ( eſpecially iſe and Charitable Per- 
fons) conſtrajneth a tion from thoſe that know 
are not deplorate in Diaboliſm. The fooliſh words of Princes 
icem wile to ignorane flatterers. But he that will cwell in 
Gods Tabernacle, and be a Bleſſing and not a Plague to the 


Cliarch, muſt be a Contenner of vile Perſons, and an Hovourer , of 
them that fear the Lord, Plal. 15, Antiſhenes could fay that the 
Nation is hopeleſs, that cannot difference good Men from bad. 

What maketh almoſt all under Papiſt Rulers to be Papiſts, 
and under Turks to be Mahometans, and under Heathens to be 
* Heathens, but the Intereſt of the Opinion, Exawple and Power 


$ 6. 


of thiir Rulers ? 


(55 F 

6 6. In Dans and moſt Nations that-are Chriſtian, the 
King and Rich Patrons, or the Pope and his Servants, have the 
choice of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, ns and Paſtors. And can 
ir be expeed that bad Men, and coverous Men, and the ha- 
ters of ſerious Piety, ſhould chuſe Men that will promote the 
Dodrine and Praftice which they hate ? 

If the King make the Charch of England, is it like if he be a 
Papiſt or Malignant, that he'will chule a Proteſtant and pious 
Church 2 Or chat a Covetous, Drunken, Filthy, Licentious 
Patron will chuſe a Man that will Zealoufly Preach againſt his 


? 
$ 7. Bur the great Cauſe ofthe Ruine ofa National Church, 
is the Ignorance, Viciouſneſs, Pride, Malignity, Coveronſneſs, 
=_ Perſecuting Cruelty, of a Degenerate, Eat. Worldly 


ergy. 

Magiſtracy and Miniſtry are Gods great Ordinances,by which 
as his Inſtraments, and partly Repreſentatives, he doth by an 
eſtabliſhed Order, govern and keep up Order and Piety in the 
World. Magttſtrares ſent him in his Super-eminence and 
Ruling Power: And Miniſters in his Guiding and SanRifying 
Wiſdom and Love. And God ( that will not ordinarily turn 
ſetled Order into Miracles ) worketh by theſe, according to the 
aptitude of the Inſtruments, and the Receivers. And where 
there is kept up 2 wiſe and holy Magiſtracy and Miniſtry, when 
and where did it ever goill with ſuch a people, by any pub- 
lick deſolation ? 
wW 8, If Miniſters be I t, or unskilful in their public 

ork, they will be deſpiſed. If they be Worldly avd Cove- 
tous the Poor will. them. If. they be Drunkards, 
Gluttons, Uncl , or any way Senſual, they will be- 


come the common | :. But if they be Enemies to ſerious 
Godlineſs, or Revilers, or Perſecutorsof Godly Men, the wick- 
ed will be to be like them and hardned in their Sin;. 
but Pious and Sober men will abhor them as the Servanrs of 


though 


Name and Title,. that will hide 
godlineſs, Senſuality or Mali 
and Sacred Titles, which 


enorance, Ln- 
- Their: White Cloathin 

ir filhine$ more viſibleak.1: 
odious; . 
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odious. Bad Men will prove a greater injury to Sacred Of- 
fices, than open Enemies. And it 1s not the Holinels of the 
Office, or the Goodneſs of Laws and Order, that will ſerve to 
Reform or make Happy a Clurch or Nation, in che of 
wicked Men. ; 

$ 9. Therefore when Biſhops {hall be ſuch, who Ordain and 
Govern the Inferior Clergy, that Church or Nation is near loſt 
and ruined. If bad Princes chuſe bad Prelates 3 and they Or- 
dain bad Miniſters, and favouring nothing but Wealth and Re- 
putation, ſhall prove the Jealous Adverſaries of Piety, and Perſe- 
cut2rs of the moſt ſerious Chriſtians, and Encouragers of the 
malignant, vicious and profane, that Church and Nation is next 
to dead, though ic have a Name to live, and be called, Ho- 
nourable and Rich ; how comely ſoever its Order and Orna- 
ments may be, and though its Doctrine and profeſt Opinions be 
Orthodox. 

$ 10. And it will yet render the caſe more deſperate, if the 
ſame carnal, woridly, malignant Biſhops and Clergy ſhall grow 
julily reputed the Adverſaries of the moſt Learn on, 
Godly, and Laborious, and Powerful Preachers, and ſhall ſee 
to Silence, Diſgrace and _ chem. The ſober part of the 

pt 


Nation will then be tempted to take them as the Devils Militia, 
armed againſt Chriſt and Mens Salvation and this the more 
wickedly as doing it in Chriſts Livery andin his Name. | 

$ 11. And if tucha Clergy ſhall in enmity tothe Godly, Alat- 
rer the profane Lords, Knights and Rich men ofthe World, and 
male thera their upholders and patrons and party, to iſt 
them in their (in Confederacy will threaten Gods Venge- 
ance on them all. 

$ 12, And yet the caſe will be more deſperate, if the wick- 
ed in ſuch power ſball bring an Univerſal ion of Idleneſs, 
Senſuality, and FaQtious. Enmity to ſerious Godlineſs, on the 
Lniverfities and other Schools of Learning, and ſhall make them 
to be Nurſeries of Ignorance, Errour, Impiety and Malignity. 
And ifthe Prelates and Prieſts ſhall teach their Pupils and Can- 
rm" to qy men oy | ne not their _ 

mpolitions, to be Fanatical Schiſmati on pretence 0 

bringing Schitm into diſgrace, ſhall caſt theirdirt in the Face 
of Piery, and fo train up youth into an enmity and ſcorn of that 


y 
Wiich (hould titye their chiefelt Loyeand Labour. Alas, if fuck 


a Sre. 
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Serpentine Generation, ſhall for ſtaying ſo many years in Idle- 
ot and Luſt in Univerlities, be thought to have righr to take 
the charge of multitudes of Souls, that never took juſt care of 
their own, and to have right ro Church Dignity and Maintenance, 
if any bad Patron will but preſent them; how ſad a caſe is ſuch 
2 Church and Nation in ? They will bring their Ignorance an 
Malice into the Pulpit, and then thoſe hearersthat know bitter 
from ſweet, and the unclean from the clean, will loath their fol- 
ly: And when the Prieſt ſeeth that he is deſpiſed or loathed, 
he will become the Enemy of thoſe that diſeſteem him ; and {6 
he will become a Wolf to the Flock: And then it is'the Un- 
godly part that maſt be his Friends and Compgnioas in Sin, 
whom he will harden to their own DeſtruRtion : Thus hath 2 
bad Clergy been the ruine of many Churches, _ | 

$ 13. And this will prove {o {trong a Temptation to the Re- 
ligious part, to diſaffect the Miniſtry, and togo too far inſepara- 
tions, as that Schiſms and Pernicious Divilions will be ſoon 
multiplied : And then Perſecution muſt be tryed on chem in- 
ſtead of Light and Love. >| © | 1:1 

$ 14. But the Immediate dividing and diſſolving of Church- 


fejecting, and filen- 
g and ruining the 
moſt Religious People, that will noe ſell cheir Souls for World- 
ly Interelt, nor to amour the ill deſigns of Tyrants. Theſe 
{nares are often niade by meer malice and revenge, as Daniel 
was forbid to pray 3 Becauſe they could find no fault or accuſaci- 
on againſt him except it were concerning the Law of his God. 
Eſpecially. when, ſome great quarrels have {exaſperated revenge. 

$s 15- Butuſually error concurreth with Malice; while Igno- 
rance and Pride make Prelates and Prieſts frill confident that all 
cheir Opinions and Impoſitions are juſt and blameleſs; and that 
all are willfully erroneous that refuſe them: So rare is a humble 
underſtanding. ; 

$ 16. Andit fixeth a National Church in thiswey - to ruine, 
when ſuch an unworthy Miniſtry muſt be continued cill they die, 
and there is no great viſible hope of remoying them. ' How ma- 
ny difficulties muſt be overcome, before one - Pariſh can' ger a 
cure of ſuch? ' 

$ 17, 
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$ 17. And yet worſeis it, when there is ſmall hope ofa bet 
ter when the bad Prieſt is dead ; but the corrupt Fountain is 
ſtill ſending forth polluted Streams 3 and Money and Friendſhip 
chuſe the Man : And when the worſt Man that hath but Money 
oro by a Patronage ſhall have the choice of a Paſtor for 
ens Souls. 


part ; 
ſtors, ſhall be exerciſed by Lay Civilians, in the Biſhops name, 
withour his judging or conſent. And Government by the Ward. 
by Secular Afﬀairs are 


Viſitation, nor in their day the things that belong to their 
201c2, bes defend theirfin. 


Chap. XIV. Whether the National Church of England be at the: 
preſent of a ſound Conſtitution. And what us neceſſary to its Wel- 
fare, Safety, Reformation and Peace. « 


$ 1, ” hy tell what- particulars need Reformation, T have- 

done ſo oft to the great diſpleaſure of the guilry, 
that I have no encouragement to 
again, 


s 2, And to give the true Hiſtory of original, cauſes, and 
progreſs of our corruptions, diſorders and divi will not- be 
endured by them that ſtill juſtifie their own and 


offend them more,. by doing it 


fin, and can ſee no fault in any bur thoſe that they firſe make and 
then call their adverſaries. 1 have found that the moſt notorious 
matters of fat will be denyed furiouſly by ſuch men, even \ — 
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$ 10, VI. It juſtly maketh Biſhops Members of Parliatene; 
ir being unfit to make Laws for Religion without the Paſtors no-- 
Lice and advice. 

$ 11. VIL lr juſtly giveth large maintenance and honours to 
the Superior Clergy, that they may be a Protection to the Infe. 
rior, and a relief to the poor, and keep up Religion from the- 
contempt and ſcorn of Worldly men. 

$ 12, VII, The King is juſtly the donor of ſuch honours and: 
Ereat revenues. : 

4 13. IX. "The Pariſh Miniſters cooling tothe true Legal 
Reſormed Church of Englend, are acknowledged true Paſtors, 
as to all /he eſſentials of the Paſtoral Othce (Word, Sacraments, 
keys, Dilciplineand Ordinations.) 

14. X. The Inferior Miniſters in Tythes and Glebe have 
moſtly a laudabie maintenance. DRM: 

$ 15. XE Allthe Pariſh Churches are to diſtinguiſh Com- 
municating Members from Non-communicating inhabitants, 
and to refuſe the ſcandalous and unconfirmed, not ready or de- 
firing confirmation. And the Offices of Abſolution- and Burial 
are hrted ro the Faichful, were Diſcipline execuced. 

16. XII. Yet our Law for Diſſenters Aſſemblies, acknow- 
ledgerh them all true Members of the Church of England, who 
agree in the eſſentials, notwithſtanding their diſſent in divers 
ieiler things (as no doubt they are.) : | 

$ 17, XIl!, Weuſe one and the ame Tranſlation of Scrip-: 
ture, and uſually the ſame verſion of Pſalms, Time, Place, U-- 
ten{1!s, fo far as allowed. "EE 
A thels are laudable parts of the Conſtitution of a National : 

urch. , 

18. XIV. To which | may add that we all renounce all lm- 
mane Univerſal and Forreign Juriſdiction, . Civiland Eccleliaſti- - 
cal : And all Traditions that pretend to be ſupplemental and 
perfatingeo the Scripture ; and all Infallibilicy. of Popes and , 

uncils. | 
| ay of this therefore needeth a Reformation, But what 
then doth ? 

$19. Anſ, All theſe _ following. I. Theentrance into 
the Church by Baptiſm of Infants, is done fo lightly and raſhly 
while the Par p, are forbidden to ſpeak a 


there, -as Dedi-- 


cating their Chi 


ren to God or Covenanting for them, bur all 
is 
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is laid on ſuch Godfathers as never own the Children, nor ever 
ng” to. do what they Vow. And Baptitm is refuleJ if Croſſing 
be retuled. 

11. 1 he Fiſhop only being to Confirm all in many hundred or 
ſcore Pariſhes, where one of many hundred is not known to him, 
much lels examined by himy Confirmation is commonly made a 
deceiving Ceremony, and the Tranſition from the Stare of In- 
fant Members into the State of Adule Communicants is made fo 
wid, that the Church too little difterech from Catechurnens, 
that 1 ſay not from thoſe withour. 

11. Fhe Pariſhes are many fo large, that the Incumbent 
knoweth not his Charck-Communicants, nor how many hun- 
dreds or thouſands ſtay away. 

IV. The Canons, though they nullifie not the Incumbents Pa- 
ſtorſhip, yer ferter him by anjult reſtraint fron the due exerciſe 


of it. 

V. Faithfal, able, godly men, are kepe and caſt our of che Mi- 
niſtry, for not {inning againſt God, or not obeying unneceſfary 
and unfe terms of Minittration, 

VI. And on the ſame account thouſands of the Religious Lai- 
ty are denied Communion, and caſt into Priſons; and ruined by 
Fines;and till lately forbidden all Publick Worthip(above four.) 

VII. The Decretive Power of the Keys of Excommunication . 
and Abſolution is in the hands of Lay-men uſed pro forms in the 

if name» \; 

- 'VII. Patrons have too much power in chuſmng Pariſh Paſtors 
for all the Land, withour the Flocks conſent, and ſufficient cau-- 
tion of the Patrons qualifications. 

IX. Biſhops are choſen without due conſent or eleRion of the 
Synods or People. | | 

X. Ordinations are made by Biſhops without Synods, or any 
Presbyters but a few whom the Biſhop taketh pro furs. 

Xl. The Epilcopacy of Incumbents being -denjed by many,.it: 
is grown a common imagination that none are Ordained by Bi- 
ſhops that are not Ordained by Dioceſans. 

XII. The Perſonal ignorance, viciouſneſs, and difability of a 
great part of the Minittry is of all che re(t the worſt and hardeſt : 
i NI. The 060 looſe ©xpaof the Ordained, and their necelG- 

. The e | | b a 
ry qualification much ay xv. Ae 
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"XIV. And the corruprion of the Univerſities is the Seminary 
and Nurſery of our ſins and dangers. 

XV. Many dangerous Oaths or Covenants and Profeſſions are 
hurrfully impoſed on the Miniſters and People, by which Guile 
and Diviſtons are increaſed, ; 

XVI. And to compleat our dangers, an enmity or deep jez< 

loufie is ſetled berween the Publick Prieſts, and-a great part of 
the moſt ſeriouſly Religious People of the Land. This diſtance 
hath long been cauling, and che cauſes are ſtil] continued. The 
badneſs of Prieſts in the time of Popery, and their contemptible 
inſufficiency in the beanie he Reformation tempted many 
zealous Proteſtants to too thoughts of che - wr of 
them. No Party hath been faulclefs. Tt tell our that the Exiles in 
Germany, who were moſt zealous in Religion againſt Popery and 
2!l ungodlineſs, followed Geneva, and fer themſelves roo much 
againſt Biſhops and our Liturgy, that ey 2g not partake . 
of the fins of Popery. But Dr. K:- Cox that-had been K. Ew. 6, 
, Tutor, and hada great hand in making our Liturgy, drew Horn 
and others to him, ani! forced our Liturgy on them at Frankford, 
and prevailing againſt them, drove them to Geveva, thinking that 
Reformation ſhould receive as much of the antient Forms and: 
Ceremonies, as were not true Popery,nor forbiddenof God,that - 
the Papiſts might not challenge us as Nove 

On theſe terms of difference they came over into England, be- 
ing on both (ides generally godly Proreſtants. The Queen {Elz.) 
rook part with the Conformiſts,and made them Biſhops and Dig- 
Gf hero Pier loved the godly Noacoakteming Preachers 
of theſe the godly 
and commved at them,and encouraged in their ſervene plain 
gg pious Living- But as that Race wore out by death, 
Biſhopricks having great ur, power and wealth, had ma- 
ny ſeekers ; and ſeekers had many friends : And he that loverh 
wealth and honour moſt,is like to ſeek it moſtz and he that moſt 
ſeeketh is likeſt rofind : And the greateſt Lovers of che World. 
are the worſt men : And ſo Biſhops (not all at once, but) by de- 
grees were altered. Then the Noncontormilſts'not only refuſing 
to be Bilboys, buc too many declaring their Judgments to be for 
their fall, the onogs having more power, reſolved firſt to caſt 
them down,and to do their utmoſt to root them out : And made 
their Book of Canons and Ats of Uniformity fitted to my 
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And fo the Enmicy turned into a ruining War, became remedi- 
leſs, fave that on both ſides the godly and moderate lived PEeace- 
ably, lamenring the extreams of the reſt. Qu.Eliz. and K.7 ames I. 
having filenced many hundred Diſfenters that were of grez:t 
worth S&extraordinary piety, and the Biſhops cauſing this.and ia 
jealoulie of the ſtricteſt People forbidding them to taſt and pray 
together, and ſome other exerciſes of piety, and in K. Charles 7. 
days carrying it yet higher to greater {everity, and this ſexled 
them in an Eamity to Biſhops as the Enemies of ſerious Piery, 
and the Bithops more ſought to root them out of the Land : Ti!l 
Laxd carrying it further, and ſeeking a Coalition with thoſe that 
were for a Foreign Juriſdiction (Univerſal Councils with a Pre- 
torian Power,&c.) raiſed jealouſies in Parliaments,» ho being for 
their Liberties againſt Arbitrary Government, were the more - 
agaiaſt choſe Bj chat ſeemed to be for it;till Innovation pro- 
voking the Scots,the Engliſh Lords encouraged by them, and the 
Iriſh murdering ewo hundred thouſand Proteſtants, affrighted 
England into a miſerable War, and made the molt zealous Ad- 
verſaries of _— and Ungodlinels, think that the Papitſts 
would deſtroy them all, if they did not help the Parliament co 
defend them. And the Scots would not help chem; unlels the 
Parliament would engage in the Scots Covenant againſt the Eng- 
liſh Prelacy, which proved' a (taful ſnare of Diviſion to all the 
Land. And the War ending in the Parliaments Conqueſt, and 
they conquered again and caſt out by their own Army, many 
Divines of the Droceſan Jadgment beſides the ſcandalous were 
caſt out :- And the Reſtored Parliament recalling K. Charles 71. 
(with his Clergy) the exaſperated came back with a relolution of 
revenge, and the grand deſign of ſome was to begin where Lond 
left, and to extirpate Puritans,and to that end to ger all power in 
Church and Univerſities, into the hands of the greateſt Enemies 
of the Nonconformiſts, and to get Laws of doubled cruelty. 
made oo to root them out z which ſo far Srolperedukeg 
Univerſities and Miniſtry are (ufhci mely ilpp d into a CO» 
tempt and oppoſition to the Noncoaformiſts; who are rooready- 
to think that chey and their well-wiſhers are (though not the only. 
ſerious Religious part of the Land, yer the main body. of them, mg- 
ny to one; and-that the main body of the hor . Adberen:s ro their 
Aaverſaries, are che generality of the /enſnal, wordly, and profenc; . 
who uſe their Ceremonies as Solomon's Whore did- her nc 
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and Vows, to encourage her to take her fill of Love till morning; © 
And the dierirg manner of the Religious Devotions of theſe ins 
parties, mwaketh the diſf ance ſeem remedileſs, if ſome Moderate 
Peace-makers prove not the Cement. One ſort are all fur pray- 
ing by habit, called extempore; as Judges, Parliament and Lawyers 
peak their winds ; and ſay that Forms and Lirzrgies daily repeat- 
ed are uſually (aid without life or fervency, as Boys (ay an Ora 

tion, :n4 little move mcn. The other are for the ſame Lit 
2:4 \\ords, and tco many deride at other praying : Whereas (0- 
Lo uwwrcjudiced men can make a (crious ule of both. | 
ut uvs a Clergy modelledat the entrance of King Charles 
the (econd into a let oppolition to the way of the zealouſly Re- 
\icious People called Puritans ((pecially by the intereſt and wrath 
ot 2 few hot Doctors after made Biſhops, ) are taken by the 
laid people for the Captains of Prophanenels. 


* 20. Havins ſeen whatour Diſeaſcs are, it is eaſy to know 
wh:t muſt be the cure : But ſo hard to accompliſh ir, that I muſt 
n1:12 the remedies with deſpair, unleſs the Almighty God will 
6" it by means yet quite beyond our proſpe&, yea to cure any 
£112 of all rheſe Maladies requireth a power more than 

(Qu. But is not our firſt Reformation and our Canons and preſent 
T :ws of Conforniity, a ſuſſicient means of Concord without any new 
Ri ormation # 

ArC. 1. If , why did King Edward the ſixth require Bucer 
to write for more, which he hath done in his Scripta Anglicans ? 
nd why was the Reformatio Legum Ecclef, (prefaced by John 
i viz) Written by mzn Commithoned by him ? 

2, Are the ſame Canons fit for Papiſts, Prieſts and Pretel2ant 
Preachers? Dr. Burner tells you that of nine thouſand Parith. 
Priets, (beſides all others ordained) there did not much above 
e 2; hundred rake the Reforming Oaths to keep their livings, 
10 th3t there were above eight chouſand Papilts Farith Prieſts 10 
our Reformed Citurch z unleſs that Oath made them all true 
Proccſtants And what wonder if theſe were excuſed from Preach- 
"ns, and forbidden co Preach till they were further licenſed. 
But hall che bet Church in the World, called the Srupor Aſnndi, 
be ail forbidden therefore after Ordination till Licenſed ro Preach 
or Expound any Doxilrine or matter in the Church or elſewhere, but 


barely to Read. | 
I will 
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I will venture, though I know it will diſpleaſe the impenicent 
to ſay, that I will pitty that Miniſter more than a poor Publican 
or Drunkard, who will juſtifie, 1. All our Canons. 2. And all 
the Laws made as for Uniformity and againſt Nonconformilts, 
and their Execution to the filencing of about two thouſand ſuch 
Miniſters, and the Death of many of them in and by impriſcn- 
ment, and the ruine of the Eſtates of them and many more thou- 
{and Godly People, 3. And the preſent ſtate of the Pariſh Churc!:- 
es, where the alterations of the Liturgy ſhevw that the Incumbears 
muſt not be called Paſtors, and ſuch as Dr. Fuler Dean of Lincoln 
are allowed to publiſh, that [Inandiras erat Parochorum Paſtoratua 
ante bujus ſeculi & antecedentis delirium ] The Paſeo of Pariſh 
Prieſts was never m— before the Dotage (or )of this and 
the foregoin Age. And fo there is but one Paſtor and Church in 
a Diocels. Either Mr. Clerk ſons book unanſwered of the Primi- 
tive Epiſcopacy, or this and ſuch other Doctors are impudenc 
beyond the degree of humane pravity. 

And whereas my that yer delay to anſwer my Engliſh Non- 
conformity Stated, take up uſually with the reproaching one que- 
ſtion in it, what Church the 800 were of, that one Dottor Printerh 
that be cured of the French Pox, I cell them of the quality 
and far greater number of perſons that Door Lower hath thrice to- 
gether affirmed to have that Diſeaſe, that with the commoner 
Whoredom, Drunkenneſs, Sara, Self-damning, ſcorning 
Godlineſs, yea and Gods Word it (elf, may warrant 2 man that 
hath any love to the Church and Souls, to intreate the Carates 
though they be not Paſtors to bethink nes. Whether they 


know who are the Members of their ? 
r ORaerR 20 PCN that muſt know them 
PETLONA: 


? 
3. If all that dwell in the Parifh,are not all the Papiſts, Atheiſts, 
Hobbits, Debaiſht and Series of their Churches ? 
4. If only Communicants, do they know when they come to 
the Altar whether they are of their Flocks or Strang 


ers ? 
5. If all chat Communicate not be no Members (peringe ewo 
thouſand if not four thouſand in a Pariſh of fix thouſand or eight 
thouſand) are the reſt well permitted quietly to be of no Pariſh 
Communion &. 

6. How may of an bens mn Lne bone 1 
communicated or openly fro in 4 
thirty years, according Ao wy dm K 


7. Have 
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7. Have the Nonconformiſts more deſerved it, for going 
from their own Pariſhes, or Communicating with Godly - 


ing Proteſtants. 

I ſpeak all this only if poſſible to procure fome Repentance of 
the fins and diviſions that threaten our ruines after the {ad experi- 
ence of more than the laſt thirty years &ftets. For God will not 
Pardon us without Repentance. 

$ 21, I. Chriſtening by Baptiſm, muſt not be made an In- 
fant Ceremony, bur uſed as one of the greateſt actions of all the 
ife of man : Parents being ſeriouſly taught ro know what it is 
to enter their Child into the holy Covenant, and to Dedicate 
their Child to God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, renounting 
the World, the Devil, and the Fleſh: And the Parents or Pro- 
parents,and not perfidious diſſembling God-farhers, muſt folemn- 
ly promiſe their careful education. 

$s 22. IE. The tranſition of thoſe Baptized in Infancy into the 
ſtate of Adult Communicants, muſt be made by an underſtand- 
ing and ſolemn owning of their Baptifmal Covenant, and that by 
{uch Paſtors as have time to examine and inſtruct them, and not 
made a deceitful Ceremony called Confirmation, by a Dioceſan 
that hath perhaps many hundred thouſands in his Diocels. 

$ 23. II. The Pariſhes maſt be known to the Paſtors that 
take the Charge of themand the three ſorts of Inhabitants diſtin- 
guitked. 1, Thoſe that are of another Church (as Papiſts &c.)or 
ofno Church. 2. Thoſe that are Catechumensand ſubmit to be 
Carechized and Hear, 3. Thoſe that are Communicants. And 
each Pariſh muſt have Miniſters for »«mber and quality ſuited to 
the number of Souls,and fit to know them and perform their un- 
dertaken Office. 

$ 24. IV. The partial unrighteous Canons muſt be caſt away. 

S 25. V. Necthing ſinful or unneceſſary to Miniſtry or Commu- 
nion, muſt be impoſed as Terms, nor Godly able Mi- 
i ſcers Silenced or Perſecuted cauſeleſly, that do more good than 

wrt. 

$ 26. VI. They that Worſhip not God in all our Forms and 
Ceremonies, or that are too ſcrupul muſt be tolerated to 
Worlhip as they can by themſelves, fo beir, their Doctrine and 
Mater may and Converſation, and Unpeaceablenefs be not into« 

erable. 
S 27, VII. The Keys muſt be exerciſed only by the Cergy': 


= 
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And if the Charfcellors or Civilians Courts be kept up,they mult 
be the Kings Magiſtrates,and uſe only ſuch power as Magiltrates 


may uſe. 

$ 28. VIIL Thoſe that by the Laws are to be excladed from 
the Communion of the Churches (publick and tolerated) ſhould 
not have the power of chooſing Incumbents: Nor thoſe that ex- 
clude themſeives. Nor ſhould thoſe Patrons that chooſe the In- 
cumbent that ſhall have the Place and Tythes, hinder any perſon 
from ge whom he will voluntarily cruſt the peculiar Pa- 
ſtoral care of his own Soul; Nor ſhould men be hindered from 
the p»blick or tolerated Miniſtry of ſuch as they ſo chooſe, 

$ 29. IX- Ordinations | be made after ſuthcienr tryal 
of the Learningand Abilities of the Ordained, in Preaching and 
Praying,as well as upon a fall teſtimony of his Piousaod Uprighe 
Converſation, and no Inſticucion co a Title granted cill che Þa- 
rithioners bave leave, warning and time, to know the man, arid 


ſhew their e or diſſent, aud be impartially heard. 
$ 30. X% Biſhops (hould uſually ordain in or with their 
mn oy wk Or at leaſt with fuchas the Synods chooſe to re- 
ent them. 
E 31, Xf. Pariſh Churches muſt be acknowledged true Church- 


es, and the Presbyrters to be Epiſcopi Greg, the Incumbent 
that hath Curates to be Epiſcopms Preſes, as well as the Diocelans 
: And Ocaioati 


to be General or by Preſident Bi- 
ſhops not called Null,or (aid to be no Epiſcopal Ordination: But 
the corruption of the Miniſtry b ified men is ſo dange- 
rous 2 thing, that if the Power give the Diocelane 2 
Negaee power as of the Zyoram, without whomno Ordinati- 
on ſhall entitle any man to any , (leaving Incumbents 0n- 


ly to chooſe their own Curates, and to concur with the Dioce- 
{an in other Ordinations) there will be ao juſt cauſe of retuling 
ſuch Dioceſans Power or :{ _ | 

$ 32. XII. Anurterly inſufficient, heretical, malignant, ungod- 
ly ſcandalous Miniſter is not to be maintained nor tolerated ; 


_— —— 
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6 34. XIV. The (ad diſaffe&ion like enmity between the Mi. 
niſtry and the moſt Religious People--rmuſt be healed : which 
will be eaſily done in thoſe Pariſhes, where the Miniſters Preach 
Jukcouly, Experimeneny, Spiritually and Powerfully, and live 


Piouſly, Charitibly, Juſtly and Temperately, and love good men, 
and rebuke the wicked, and put due difference between the ou 
cious and the vile, thoſe that ſerve God and thoſe that ſerve hi 
not, thoſe that ſwear and thoſe that fear an Oath : and make not 
the Church like the Commons or Wilderneſs. And where the 
Dioceſans are the encouragers of ſerious Godlinefs, and duely 
rebuke the Enemies and negleRers of it, and the vicious and pro» 
fare. I have never ſeenthe place where ſuchan wo wo 
thy Miniſtry did not win the Hearts of the Nonconformilts, and 
became not very dear and amiable to them, and uſually drew 
them to Concord where before they differed. 

$ 35. But it mult be a wiſe and godly King that muſt be the 
principal means to accompliſh all this,if ever it be done; ſuch a one 
that underſtandeth Gods Law and Intereſt and his own and King- 
doms real welfare, may do that by good Laws and Prudent Go» 
vernment,which (hall be to parties of erroneous opinions,a pow- 
erful byas to incline their Judgments ro-go right : One man we 
may have more hope of making wiſe than of mulcitudes.I had ra 
ther have a uniting ſettlement by the choice of a wife Prince and 
Parliament, yea or of Dioceſanes of Wiſdom, Piety and Peace, 
than by the choice of any of the extreams, whether a __ 


Dr. Parker, Grindal, Pil- 
timton, Sandits, G. Abbot, Rob. Abbot, Hall, Carlton, Morton, Da- 
venent, Brownrig and ſuch like. And are moſt Epiſcopal Non- 
conformiſts, md would chooſe none but healing Terms. 

$ 36. And now what ſhall I gain by this Di e? Iam fure- 
of the cenfure of both the extreams. And I expe that few 
ſhould much what I have ſaid: but that corners will ſcorn 
ſtill, and Fools hare Knowledge, and thar Lies carry on Murders 
and he that is the Father of both, by both carries on his work in 


the. World. Eat. 
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But great is the Truth and will pevrall at laſt, but whether on 
this ſide the new Heaven and Earth I know nor. 

$ 37. I conclude with an earneſt requet to Godly peaceable 
men that they conſider well before they ſpeak againſt a Nation- 
al Church,or for any above National under one humane Govern- 
ment, and that they will rezd my old diſputeof Church Govern- 
meat about Apoſtolick Succeſſions with the additions of this 
Commentary and fuller proof, and Mr. Tho. Beveriy's little Trez- 
tiectiled The whole duty of Nations. And whea they hear two 
parties claiming the Name of the Church of England, they will 
judge by the Reformers Law and Judgmeat which is worthy of 
that name, and that the Nonconformiſts that are ſound are as ho- 
nourable tound parts of the true Church of Er:land as the Con- 
formiſts at leaſt, And that by this diſtinftion of Biſhops they 
will expound my Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, and my Church HKiſto- 
ry of Councils and former Biſhops. The Lord pitty a (elf-de- 
{troying Clergy. | 


mm. 


Chap. XV. The Caſe of Toleration of Diſſenters from the Common 
Laws and Cuſtoms of a National Church more particularly anſwered. 


$1. TPHIS caſe about Toleration in and from a National 
Church hath been oft putto me and off and largely an- 
ſwered. And towhat uſe ſuch a work will ſerve Iainunablero 
conjecture, except it be to ſatishe the Writers Conſcience, and 
ſec right the thoughts of them that deſire what chey cannot ob- 
tain ; And whether God will ever raiſe up a Generation, thar 
wearied with Diviſions and the direful effeRs, and forced by 
ſome Prince of roy or Intereſt, ro conſent to a healing Feace 
and God knowethand not I. 
$ 2. ButI will once more venture to repeat 2 Moral Progno- 
ſtication, © That I think jet (ex caulſis) exceeding probable that either: 
* England will bave Popery ſetled in Power by a French Conqueſt in' 
* the FrenchFaſhion,by the compliance of thoſe of the Engliſh Clergywho 
* are for 4 Foreign Church Furiſdittion:Or elſe God will-conſtr ain the 
© preſent Governours by the ſenſe of their own intereſt if not of the inte. 
© reſt of Religion and the common good, to open the publick, Church 
* Door:to that Concord which they have been lockt againſt by the Att 
*: of uniformity and ſuch likg above thirty years, and the wnlacable 
F Encmies of Peace willcaft down themfever. For - 
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For I am paſt doubt of what my dear friend Judge Hale faid-to 
me.thatT 't mu jt be a new All of Uniformaty that muſt beal thuChurch,] 

$ 3. And ihould we treat of ſuch a ſubject as Concord and To- 
ler2tion, with whom ſhould it be? It it be not with fit perſons, 
vie have found that it will be in vain and werle. It's God that 
mu't make peace between the Wolf or Lion, and the Lamb, 
aad not fuch as I. 

$ 4. 1. It wetreat with Proud Mer, they will have no Con- 
cord but by mens granting their unjuſt demands,and ſubmitting to 
their Wills, whatever God and Reaſon ſay againſt it. And t | 
1Ulc be iu Rule and the moſt Worthy and Innocent be at their 
Hoyt y. 

$ 5, 2, If we treatwith Worldlings and Self-ſeeking men, 
their \Worldly intereſt muſt be che meaſureof Concord:And how 
Various, mutble and unrighteous is that like to be ? ; 

$ 6. 3. If we treat with malignants.their terms of peace,will 
be directly or indirectly the ſuppreſſion of (erious Godlinels. 

$ 7. 4. If wetreat with Factious Schiſmaticks, Hereticks or 
Papiits,their terms will beonly that which furthereth and ſtrengeh» 
n<ti their lets. 

% 8. 5. If we treat with Fools, they will not underſtand the 
cale nor the reaſon that is urged : They will not diltinguith of 
Flaces, Times, Perſons, Cauſes, the Sence of Words , but 
rage and be confident in contuſion. 

) 9. 6. If we deal with Timorous Cowardly Hypocrites, or 
low and (elf-ſaving Spirits, they will but be Nicodemnres,and not 
venture on danger or difhculry, but (tay till they ſee which way 
will be ſcrongelt and molt for their advantage: Or till Governors 
Crive them on. And then it's well if ny bur conſent. 

$ 10. 7. Shall we then leave all to the ſober godly peaceable 
men? Ir may that way do {ome perſonal and private good, bur 
I fear they will be (o low as to be contemned.and fo few that in 
the Crowd and Noiſe of rape,they will not be heard,nor d- 
ed,unleſs as-lictle Zacchems,they get up into a Tree by the help of 
{ome extraordinary Superior:So that there is (0 little hope of the 
{uccels of any ſuch attempr, and I have written ſo much of ir long 
ago, almoſt in vain, that I will ay now but this little following. 

$ 11. 1. The Terms of Toleration muſt differ according to 
the different Caſe of the Superiors and Impolers. 

2. And according to difterent Cauſes of Diſlenters. 


3. And 
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3+ And according to their different Capacities and Relations. 
4 And according to their different temper and behaviour in 


managing their caule. 
5 And as Rulers are able or unable to ſuppreſs them withoar 


more hurt than good- 

$ 12, I. If Superiors have made Diſſenters by ſinful Lars, 
the Peace muit be more than a Toleration, by changing thoſe 
} :15. Shall the Throne of Iniquity bave Fellowſhip with God, when 
they frame Miſchief by a Law ? 

$ 13. II. ADiflenter that oppoſeth the Eſſentials of Religion, 
or teacherh Damnable or Treaſonable Doctrines, muſt be ciffe- 
renced from thoſe that only refuſe ro-be Perjured, or Lie, 2nd 
make a {(1aful Covenant and Promiſe, or Profeſſion, or that (cru- 
ple ſome ſmall unneceſlary thing which ro them ſeemeth ſin a- 


gainſt Gods Laws. 

$ 14. II. Apoor weak woman orunlearned man, muſt not 
be impoſed on aad dealt with on the fame terms as a man of wit 
and learning : Nor the Laity as the Clergy. 
$ 15. IV. Thoſe ofa meek and quiet Spirit may be more 
ſuffered than turbulent unpeaceable men, though it be in the 


ſame material points that they diſſent. Theretore much muſt 
be left co the Will of the Rulers, who can difference between 
Man and Man when the Law cannot. \ 

$ 15. V. In a Country where the Preaching of aul:y men (chough elſewhere 
uſctul) is unn'ceſſary by reaſqn of a full number of berrer (if ſuch a Land chere were) 
the ſilencing of fuch men is more allowable than elſewhere, And even Herefie and | 
many faults way have A though nor a juſtifying rcoleration, in a time 
and place where pun cannot be uſed withour apparent dong 
more hnrt than good, Rulers are not bound to do what they caang: do. And they 
cannot dorhat which they muſt not do, becauſe it will da more hurt than goed. 

$ 17+ VI. Ina Country where the pnblick Minifiry and Churches are fo depra.. 
ved that the Intereſt of the Church and Religion hech more 1n favirg People from 
them ian in Uaicrng with them, there rhe Tolerared muit be moſt countenanced 
a2d ſtrcagrhen'd ; Buc in a Country or Age where the Interelt of Religion !1eth mot 
In the publick Churches, and the [Difſenters are a weak miſtaken fort of (crupulous 
honeſt People, there the Tolerated Churches ſhould be like fo many Hoſpitals wicre 
weak People are cheriſhed ; but it's nor defireable that it be the common calc 
of all the City or Country. 

$ 18. Obj; Bat ſuch Toleration will fuitiply Stparatifts, ard wiaken the Church > Tag 
wil be ft: reroaching it. vs, 

Arſ. Perſecution will not make them of your mind, but do more miſchief, and - 
you will Hor know where to ſtop, nill Cruelty kave made you odious ro Humanity. 
And it will not make them fear you more than God:  And-if it did, thar's but a 
&zd Converſion. ; 


2- Your. 
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2, Yor excilling them in Piery, and worth and works, willdomote wiay thee 
to filence Reproachers, SY REY * 

* 2. Ifrhit ber Godly Conformiſts and Difſenring Miniſters were once 
ſorer anderfianding Lay woul4 follow tha, and foftrengrhen them, rar! 4. 
gated, though pious and ze41905 (1 their way, would d vindle away in a liathe rank 
& t2!! exp-r;ence hath. proved 11 his Land. It woul4 noche the. Mary that al," 
cut a Liveof unmaintaned porerty, and centure: Tavir worth, labour, reparanon 
2 He Migittrates connterance would make the united fo ſtrong, rhat the ref ; 
(riough loved and tolcrated) would wither away. oh, —_— 

$ 19. Obj. Bur long exprriexct telleth ws that ſub a work is impaſſinle. 

Ar, 5r o1y relleth us char it is unlikely : Becauſe, Prid!, Wiridlings, Mah 
$4 b:1/s 3n4 *11dess ave gor fo large paiſ:ilina on Earth; and forfaking 
Government huh given Saran power over ( much of Mankind. Bur God canta 
cut $1449, and incerpoſe days with nights, ani Saamers with Winters, and turh 
Braiz 15 in9 ſober Societies: It is bur bringiag men to their wits, as the 
wii, To give © greats number of Great men, Clergy men, Srudents, and de» 7 
bauched 1392r2mt perſons, trac Grace as the healing of Nanonal Churches, ain > 
oſt of the Chriſtian World are;now the mortal Knemievof Peare (while they Gy" 5 
ir up, ) This | confeſs is ſounlike!y, 25 ſcarce to be hoped for 7 BiirGod tan farceſs 
rem by ch217 own Agament 2, He can makethem know -that they muſt give Peace v7 
uw their Friends that ia vaip have long b<gg'd it, or ſuffer from their Enemies wore? 3 
thin rey have done to their innocent Brerhren, If we will nor open the Church; 
doors to Unity, that have long been ſhur againſt it, God hath Keys char can open” 7 
an1 2 mas ſat them. Even Heathen Rulers oft ſaved the cs and Primimve \ 
Chtritwas from the zealous croel blinded Jews, and Galiedrave them from rhgy © 
Judgmen: Seat. Chriſt.an -=- were ſaved, when Veſpaticr, Titas, T:d{an,wad Adria. 
dcltroysd avout three millions of the Infi ich. And if our Fre I Porfigh 
Iriſh: ten-mer, Chould think to eſcape and proſper by a bargain of Coalition, whey, 
may b* ni/taken, or ſpeed worſe thad it chey ſuffered. - "43 

Bat i hope God will rather coavigce a preyailing 1 — that All that they hare © 
got theſe thirty years (or thrice thirty) by their way of filencing, aq Log Fr 
and vidlence, hath not been a due compenſation, for all that they have by it, 
22240ft Miniſters, People, Rulers, and rhemiclves, and the Uairy | yy 
Safety of the Land : And thar if they will hear none at home, wilſo £ 
Vreach to chem from abroad, as to tell them, that it Love and Peace with Brerhred 2 
ſounder than they, at homme ſeem hateful ro them, yer is worſe, and great 
Vorcign Enemies are more terrible. They that can heat Reboboem's Yoke, may- © 
unler Pharzol/s be forced to ſad cryes. Thunder awakeneth when ſoft raſk will nor, 


I's a chundering voice that can be heard over S:2 and Land. Cannons are as1cud a _© 
Thunder, or may be heard as far. . < 


6 20.But wharis the diffi ulty in the way to Concord? tha could eaffy 
do 17, %ur opened the Church aowrer firſt bur to he ery if Fre 2 Leure 
when the Incument conſearteds, much more had they: new heating AB of 
COR, Hon others _ —_ ience of the fears of I Jeu! 

ving in in the Coaforming : 
ſhewed thar this _ hey yrs what would have rms > 

Eur forma non *tipitar in matirian indiſpeſitan: It's in"rain to 
ancapaile men. ; 
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